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PREFACE. 



The following pages contain the imperfect outline of 
a great subject. 

Glorious, indeed, are the things which are spoken 
of the kingdom of God. References to it are every- 
where to be found in the Holy Scriptures. It is the 
subject of prophecy and of promise— of parable, and 
of plain and direct instruction. So weak, however, 
is our faith, so dull are our spiritual perceptions, and 
so manifold are our infirmities, that, after all, it must 
be acknowledged that we see but '< through a glass 
darkly." 

Still we see enough to strengthen our faith, to 
confirm our hope, and to guide our expectations in the 
right direction, and we have the highest of all en- 
couragement to pursue such studies. 

When the Psalmist says, " Thy saints shall bless 
thee; they shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power;" the words are evidently in- 
tended to express the Divine approval of those who 
are thus employed. 

The great Teacher has himself spoken much upon 
this subject, and clearly indicated his will that it 
should engage our thoughts and attention. He has 
left us many precious instructions respecting it, told 
us that it is given to his people to know the mystery 
of the kingdom of God, and promised the assistance 
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of his H0I7 Spirit to guide us into all truth. Nor 
can we forget that in that interesting period, in which 
he showed himself aUve after his passion, being seen 
of them forty dajs, *' he spake to them of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God." 

In endeavouring to declare to his flock the whole 
counsel of God, the Author has ever sought to give a 
due place to the word of prophecy. He has taught 
that the second coming of our Lord in power and glory 
should at all times be considered as the grand object 
of hope and expectation to his people, and he has 
endeavoured to arrange and harmonize those numerous 
prophecies which reveal to us the things which shall 
accompany and succeed that great and blessed event. 

In these expositions he has had a deep response 
from many persons, and a desire has been expressed 
to him for such a brief outline of '* the things hoped 
for," as may prove a help to further study and in- 
vestigation. 

It is to meet such wishes that he now publishes 
this little volume, which he sends forth with many 
prayers that the blessing of Almighty God may ac- 
company it. 

If, Uiroi^gh human infirmity, these pages contain 
any erroneous sentiments, he earnestly prays that his 
readers may be saved from adopting them; but if, as 
he trusts, they are in harmony with the word of truth, 
he ventures to hope that what he has written may tend 
to their edification and comfort. 

On a subject of this kind, perfect unity of senti- 
ment is not to be expected ; but whatever may be the 
opinion of his readers on the views here advanced, the 
Author desires most truly and affectionately to say, 
" Grace be with all them that love cub Lq^ 
Jesus Chbist in sincebitt." 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE PBOBIISE OF A KINGDOM. 

Thebe is a kingdom which the God of heaven has 
already set up amongst men. It is spiritual and 
invisible. It is established in the hearts of his faith- 
ful people, and its distinctive characteristics are 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

To this kingdom our Lord referred when he said, 
*^ The kingdom of God cometh not with observation ; 
neither shall they say, Lo, here ! or, Lo, there 1 for, 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you." ^ 

To be the subjects of this kingdom is of paramount 
importance, and until we are so, it is in vain to specu- 
late on the things which pertain to the kingdom of 
glory. 

» Luke, xvii. 20, 21. 

B 
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It is on this account that we testify to all men the 
necessity of repentance towards God, and of faith 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ, and that, as the am- 
bassadors for Christ, we beseech our fellow-sinners to 
be reconciled unto God, calling upon them to forsake 
the kingdom of darkness, that they may be translated 
into the kingdom of his dear Son. 

Happy are they who have obeyed this calling ! 
who have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour, and have received the grace of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts! They are the subjects of this 
spiritual and invisible kingdom, and although their 
views on other portions of divine truth may be im- 
perfect and obscure, they are the children of God by 
faith in Jesus Christ, and when Christ who is our 
life shall appear, they also shall appear with him in 
glory. 

To the kingdom of grace, then, we would ever give 
the first place in our thoughts, and urge it upon the 
consideration of all men as of primary importance, ever 
praying that, as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
may grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life, by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It must be obvious, however, to every attentive 
reader of the Scriptures, that our Lord spoke not only 
of the kingdom of grace, but of a kingdom of glory, 
and that, to those who had become the subjects of the 
one, he clearly and distinctly revealed the promise of 
the other. 

Thus, we find him saying to his disciples, '^ Fear 
not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom;"* and again, addressing 

» Luke, xii. 82. 
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the twelve, and saying unto them, " Ye are they which 
have continued with me in my temptations, and I 
appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath ap- 
pointed unto me, that ye may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." ^ Here, then, is a kingdom 
which is yet to come, and which is made the subject 
of promise to those who were already partakers of the 
kingdom of grace. It is evidently in reference to the 
same great object of expectation that we are taught 
to pray, " Thy kingdom come; thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven ; " and that our Lord has been 
pleased to promise that, when he shall come again in 
the glory of his Father, and all the holy angels with 
him, he shall say to those upon hfs right hand, 
** Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." 

Thus did our Saviour speak to His people of their 
future inheritance, and give them the clear and dis- 
tinct promise of a glorious and everlasting kingdom. 

Nor were his disciples unprepared for this. They 
were acquainted with the Old Testament Scriptures, 
and with the numerous prophecies which they contain 
in reference to this subject. The pious Jews, like 
Joseph of Arimathea, "waited for the kingdom of 
God." 

To such the promise of a kingdom was not new; 
and the instruction of our Lord must have come home 
to them with peculiar power, as he disclosed to them 
the fatal mistake made by their nation in general, 
revealed to them the nature and the relative position 

* Luke, xxii. 29. 
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of the kingdom of grace, and directed their faith and 
expectation to the kingdom of glory. 

The inspired Apostles taught precisely the same 
fundamental truths. They, too, spake much of that 
spiritual and invisible kingdom of which they were 
the first ambassadors ; but they spake also, as their 
divine Master had done, of a glorious kingdom to be 
hereafter revealed. This was the source of comfort 
and strength to their own minds, whilst they held it 
forth as the great object of expectation to others. In 
their great fight of afflictions, they were upheld by the 
assurance that they were " receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be moved," and in addressing words of consola- 
tion to their persecuted and afflicted followers, they 
reminded them that if we suflfer with him, we shall 
reign with him, and that it is through much tribula- 
tion that we must enter into the kingdom of God. 

Thus they realized this great and precious promise 
though still afar oflT, and " were persuaded of it and 
embraced it," and, like the saints of a former dispen- 
sation, they " confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth ;" nor shall they be disappointed 
of their hope, for yet a little while, and this world-old 
promise shall be fulfilled, and " the saints of the Most 
High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom 
for ever, even for ever and ever." 

Nor let it be supposed that the announcement thus 
made is of too speculative a nature to produce any real 
practical results. The very reverse is the case. The 
Gospel itself is described by its divine Author, as 
"the Gospel of the kingdom;" and he would have 
the kingdom to be fully and freely proclaimed in con- 
nexion with that great moral and spiritual change, 
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which the Gospel* is adapted to produce, and which 

alone can fit us for entering upon its enjoyment. Thus 

we find him saying to Nicodemus, " Verily, verily, I 

say unto thee, Except a man be born again he cannot 

see the kingdom of God;"^ and on another occasion, 

we are told that he took a little child, and set him in 

the midst of his disciples, and said unto them, ^' Verily 

I say unto you. Except ye be converted, and become 

as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." 2 

If the unrighteous cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, then it is obvious that an inward and spiritual 
change is necessary to prepare us for it, and that the 
very announcement of the kingdom is calculated to 
produce an awakening efiect upon the mind. To this 
our Lord referred, when he revealed to St. Paul his 
high purpose concerning him, and intimated that he 
was about to send him to the Gentiles, " to open their 
eyes, and to turn them from darkness unto light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may ob- 
tain forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified through faith that is in 
me." 3 

The nature of this change is illustrated by many of 
the Scripture characters, as in Matthew the Publican, 
and Mary Magdalene, and the Philippian Jailor ; and 
in others who were naturally more virtuous and up- 
right, as in the guileless Nathanael, and the good 
Centurion, and the Ethiopian Treasurer. These dif- 
fered widely from each other in natural temperament, 
and in the measure in w^hich they had wandered from 

* John, iiU 3. ' Matt xviii. 3. 

' Acts, xxvi, 18. 
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the way of purity and righteousness; but all were 
fallen and sinful — all needed a change of nature to fit 
them for the kingdom of heaven, and all obtained it 
by faith in Christ Jesus, " being bom again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever." 

Nor is it less instructive to observe this work as it is 
to be found in our own times, and to see how, under the 
blessed influences of the Holy Spirit, men experience 
the same great change, and become new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. This is strikingly exhibited in the lives 
of such men as Bunyan, Newton, and others of the 
same class; and perhaps still more impressively in the 
experience of those (far more to- be envied) who had 
never gone so far astray, but were preserved in out- 
ward propriety of conduct, and entitled to the respect 
and confidence of their fellow-men — as Wilberforce 
and Chalmers, Parry and Havelock; — men whose 
moral feelings were pure and good, but who felt and 
acknowledged their sinfulness in the sight of an in- 
finitely holy God — who sought and obtained pardon 
and peace through the blood of Christ, and, under the 
constraining influences of his Spirit, devoted their 
lives to his service and glory. 

It is impossible to conceive a more important ques- 
tion than that suggested by this subject, — Have we 
experienced this great change? Have we turtied from 
all ungodliness and worldly lusts to live soberly, and 
righteously, and godly in this present world? Has 
the love of God been shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us? 

These questions are of vast importance; for unless 
we are the subjects of this inward and spiritual change 
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nowy we shall be found unprepared for that which' 
awaits us hereafter; and in reference to which St. 
Paul speaks with so much solemnity when he says, 
" Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption 
inherit incorruption. Behold, I show you a mystery; 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."* 

If, then, we would be prepared for the high destiny 
of the sons of God, and inherit the kingdom promised 
to them that lOve him, we must seek it in his own 
appointed way — " through the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost." We must be 
numbered with those of whom we read, that " as many 
as received him to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that believe in his 
name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

We must be the subjects of the kingdom of grace, 
if we would secure an entrance into the kingdom of 
glory. To those who are already in this happy state 
of mind — to Christ's faithful soldiers and servants, 
who are manfully fighting under his banner against 
sin, the world, and the devil — how full of comfort and 
joy is the prospect of this future and glorious kingdom! 
Their night of weeping has been long and dark, but 
it cannot last much longer. A joyful morning is at 
hand — a morning without a cloud — when all sorrows 
shall be over, and all tears shall be wiped away. Then, 
indeed, as the dark clouds disperse before the opening 

» I Cor. XV. 60-62. 
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beams of everlasting day, they shall find that " the 
sufiferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us," 
and that they shall all be forgotten in that happy day, 
when ^< the righteous shall shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father." 



CHAPTER 11. 

THE LOCALITY OP THE PROMISED KINGDOM. 



That there is a kingdom which the Lord has promised 
to them that love him will be generally admitted, but 
the locality of that kingdom is a subject on which 
difference of opinion will be found to exist, and may 
fairly be entertained. The inquiry is, nevertheless, 
interesting and important; and, when pursued in a 
right spirit, it cannot injure, but must tend to edify, 
those who are engaged in it. 

The wise man has said, that '^ in all labour there is 
profit;" and this is especially true of the labour con- 
nected with the patient investigation into the meaning 
of any portion of the Word of 'God. Such labour tends 
to enlighten the understanding, whilst it sanctifies the 
heart; and thus brings with it its own reward. 

In proceeding to inquire into the locality of the pro- 
mised kingdom, it is right that we should bear in mind 
that many good men have affirmed that all the pro- 
mises and statements respecting it may be understood 
as referring either to the advancehient of the kingdom 
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of grace, or to the admission of the righteous to the 
kingdom of glory in heaven. With every feeling of 
respect for the piety and learning of the writers in 
question, we do not feel satisfied with their interpreta- 
tion, and we cannot refrain from asking. When, then, 
shall the meek "inherit the earth?" ^ Where are we 
to look for that " restitution of all things spoken of by 
all the holy prophets since the world began?"* Where 
shall we behold " the new heavens and the new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness?"' — and when shall 
the prayer be fully answered which our Lord has 
taught his people in all ages to offer, "Thy king- 
dom come; thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven?" 

From these and many like passages we are led to 
infer that the local position of the promised kingdom 
is, in some way or other, connected with this earth, 
and that here the glory of the Lord shall one day be 
revealed. It is not, however, to isolated passages that 
we would refer in proof of this, but to the great chro- 
nological prophecies of Scripture — those wonderful 
revelations in which future events are presented to 
us in the most systematic form, and in several of 
which the history of the civilized world, during many 
thousand years, is distinctly portrayed. 

We have only to examine these carefully and at- 
tentively, and we shall see that the earth is clearly 
pointed out as the scene of future glory and blessed- 
ness, and that the words of the Psalmist shall have 
their literal fulfilment when he said, "Evil doers shall 
be cut off, but those that wait upon the Lord, they 

' Matt. V. 5. * Acts, iii. 21. 

9 a Pet. iii. 13. 
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shall inherit the earth. For yet a little while, and 
the wicked shall not be; yea, thou shalt diligently 
consider his place, and it shall not be. But the meek 
shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace." ^ 

Will the reader turn to his Bible and calmly and 
dispassionately study the following passages from the 
great chronological prophecies, and ask whether or 
not they point to this earth as the future local position 
of the kingdom of God ? — 

1. In the second chapter of the book of Daniel we 
have the dream of Nebuchadnezzar. The vision had 
passed from the mind of the king, and in recalling it 
to his memory the Prophet says, " Thou, O King, saw- 
est, and behold a great image whose brightness was 
excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was 
terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, his breast 
and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of 
brass. His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part 
of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out with- 
out hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the 
wind carried them away, that no place was found 
for them : and the stone that smote the image be- 
came a great mountain and filled the whole earth^^ 

Interpreting this vision of the king, the Prophet 
informs him that his own kingdom was indicated by 
the head of gold, and that the several parts of the 

* Ps. itxxvii. 9-11. 
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image which he had seen were intended to represent 
kingdoms which were subsequently to arise. 

Here the statement of the Prophet is in the strictest 
harmony with the great facts recorded in history. 
The Assyrian Empire over which Nebuchadnezzar 
reigned, was followed in succession by the Medo- 
Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman Empires. On 
this part of the subject, however, it is not our purpose 
to dwell. The reader is referred to the numerous ex- 
positions of learned men, where the view thus briefly 
stated will be found ably discussed and satisfactorily 
established. > 

The last of the four great monarchies or kingdoms 
is undoubtedly the Roman, and the ten toes clearly 
refer to the ten kingdoms which were to arise from 
that empire, and which are so frequently symbolized 
in the prophecies both of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. Now the Prophet says, "Thou sawest till that 
a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet .^ . . and the stone that smote the 
image became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth.'^ And in further explanation of this he adds, 
" In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not he left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms^ 
and it shall stand Jor wer." 

Here, then, it is distinctly affirmed th%t the last or 
Roman Empire, with the ten kingdoms which were to 

* See Bishop Newton on the Prophecies, 13 and 14 Disserta- 
tions ; Elliott's HorcB JpocalypticcBj on cc. xiii. xvii. ; Birks on 
Daniel, ch. vii. ; Keith's Destiny of the Church and Worlds 
vol. i. ; Cumming on Daniel, cc. v. vi. vii. 
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arise out of it, is to be succeeded by a kingdom which 
shall be suddenly established in the earth, not by hu- 
man instrumentality, but by an immediate exercise of 
Divine power^ and which shall break in pieces and 
consume all preceding kingdoms, and shall stand for 
ever. 

The application of this prophecy to the first estab - 
lishment of Christianity is wholly inadmissible. The 
ten kingdoms represented by the ten toes of the image 
did not arise till 450 years after the birth of Christ, * 
neither is there the slightest resemblance between the 
first advent of the Prince of Peace and the event here 
foretold, by which all the kingdoms of the earth are 
to be broken in pieces, and become as chafi* before 
the summer threshing-floors, which the wind carries 
away. 

2. In the seventh chapter of the same book we have 
another prophecy of great importance. It is usually 
designated Daniel's vision of the four great empires. 

Under the symbolical representation of four great 
beasts, which were seen to arise from the sea, the 
Prophet describes the universal empires (already de- 
lineated in the dream of Nebuchadnezzar) which were 
to arise in the earth — ^the Assyrian, the Medo- Per- 
sian, the Grecian, and the Roman. Of the last he 
gives a very minute description. He foretells the 
rise of ten kingdoms in connexion with it, and of 
another power diverse from the others, which was to 
utter blasphemies against Almighty God, and to in- 
flict great injuries upon his saints. 

But, whilst all this is going on — ^whilst these ten 

1 On the rise of the ten kingdoms see Elliott's Horm Apoca- 
lypticcBf vol. ii. part 4, ch. iv. 
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kingdoms are existing, and whilst this blasphemous 
and persecuting power continues its unhallowed work, 
the scene is suddenly changed — the Prophet says, " I 
saw in the night visions, and behold one like the Son 
of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought him near be- 
fore him. And there was given him dominion and 
glory and a kingdom^ that all people^ nations^ and 
languages^ should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away 9 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."* 

Here, then, is the same great fact revealed to us 
which had been already announced in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream. The last or Roman Empire, in its 
decem-regal form, in connexion with a power diverse 
from the others, and distinguished by its blasphemous 
assumptions, and persecutions of the saints of God, is 
to continue until the Lord himself shall appear in the 
clouds of heaven, and then shall it be succeeded by no 
mere temporal kingdom, but "/Ae kingdom and do- 
minion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall he given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him,** 

3. In the fourteenth chapter of the book of Zecha- 
riah we have the same truth presented to us, although 
it is seen by the Prophet from a different point of 
view. His vision is concerning the great day of the 
Lord. He foresees the ancient people of God restored 
to the land which the Lord God gave unto their fathers, 
and the opposition of man to the divine purpose is mani 
fested by the gathering together of all nations against 
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Jerusalem to battle, and " then ( ver. 3) shall the Lord 
go forth and fight against those nations as when he 
fought in the day of battle,'* and (ver. 5), "the Lord 
my God shall come, and all the saints with thee." 
And what shall follow this glorious advent of the 
Lord with his saints ? He clearly intimates that it 
shall be succeeded by the establishment of his kingdom 
in the earth. He adds (ver. 9), "^Ac Lord shall he 
King overall the earth; there shall he one Lord, and 
his name one^^ 

Thus strictly do the visions of Daniel and the pro- 
phecy of Zechariah harmonize with each other. Each 
foretells the continuance of the present state of things 
until the Lord shall suddenly appear in glory, and each 
intimates that his advent shall be followed hy the estah' 
lishment of his kingdom in the earth. 

4. The canon of Scripture closes with the Apoca- 
lypse, that truly wonderful communication which 
"God gave unto Jesus Christ, to show unto his 
servants things which must shortly come to pass." 
This revelation was made to St. John when the 
Roman Empire was in the zenith of its might, and 
it was evidently designed to make known to the 
Church the leading events which were to occur be- 
tween the time when the Apostle received it and the 
consummation of all things. Here, according to the 
view of the most learned and successful expositors,^ 
we have the decline and fall of the Western Roman 
Empire — the rise of the ten Gothic kingdoms — the 
development of the predicted Antichrist in the Pa- 
pacy — his continuance during a period extending to 

* See EUiott's Hora Apocalyptica j Barnes on Revelation; 
Oumming's Apocalyptic Sketches. 
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1260 years — and the glorious Reformation. Here 
also we have the fall of the Eastern Empire — the 
rise and progress of the Ottoman power, and finally, 
the judgments which shall waste and ultimately de- 
stroy those enemies of the pure Gospel and Church 
of Christ. 

Whether these views be correct or not, one thing 
is clearly revealed. It is, that when the seventh 
angel sounds his trumpet, there are heard voices in 
heaven, saying, "TAc kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christy 
and he shall reign for ever and ever.*'^ 

Thus we arrive at precisely the same point as that 
which has so prominent a place in the Old Testament 
prophecies already quoted. The closing chapters of 
the Apocalypse describe the advent of our Lord, ac- 
companied by his saints ; the establishment of his mil- 
lennial kingdom; and, finally, the vision of the new 
heavens and new earthy wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness. 

Such are the statements of the great chronological 
prophecies contained in the Holy Scriptures, and a 
careful and unprejudiced study of them brings us to 
this conclusion, that the earth which we now inhabit 
— this burdened, groaning earth — is destined to be 
the local position of the kingdom of God, and that it 
is here, where our blessed Saviour suffered and died 
for our sins, that he shall also be revealed in glory. 

Reject this view, and the prophecies referred to, 
with many others, are obscure and unintelligible. 
Admit this, and all is harmony and beauty. We 
can understand at once how it is that the meek shall 

* Rev. xi. 15. 
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inherit the earth; how there shall, indeed, be a resti- 
tution of all things; and why it is that the souls of 
departed saint's in heaven are represented as anticipat- 
ting that happy period, and singing a new song, say- 
ing, "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation, and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth,^*^ 
Lord, hasten that happy day ! Let thy kingdom come, 
and thy will be done in earthy as it is in heaven ! 

" Come, then, and added to thy many crowns, 
Eeceive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 
Thou who alone art worthy ! It was thine 
By ancient covenant, ere nature's birth ; 
And thou hast made it thine by purchase since, 
And overpaid its value by thy blood." 



CHAPTER III. 

THE EVENTS WHICH SHALL USHER IN THE KINGDOM. 

If the view expressed in the former chapter be correct, 
and if the earth is destined to be the local scene of the 
promised kingdom of God, it is both interesting and 
important to ascertain the nature of the events by 
which the kingdom shall be ushered in. These, how- 
ever, must be distinguished from the events which 
shall precede them — as the drying up of the Eu- 

» Rev. V. 9, 10. 
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phrates — the evil work of the three unclean spirits 
— ^the tripartite division of the great city, and the 
predicted time of general political perplexity and 
social distress. These form a very important sub- 
ject in themselves, and are of too comprehensive a 
nature to be considered here. ' Our present inquiry 
is directed exclusively to those events by which the 
kingdom shall be ushered in and established in the 
earth. 

1. The first and most momentous of these will be 

THE PERSONAL APPEARING OP OUR LORD IN GlORY. 

"Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced him, and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so. Amen."^ That this is the grand event 
which shall usher in the kingdom seems to be clearly 
revealed, and yet many good men have entertained 
an opposite opinion. They admit that there will be 
a time when righteousness and peace shall universally 
prevail in the earth, but they place the second advent 
of our Lord at the close, and not at the opening of that 
period. 

The Scriptures, however, seem uniformly to give the 
second and glorious advent of our Lord a different 
relative position. They place it immediately after a 
time of great trouble and distress, and immediately 
before the establishment of his kingdom in the earth. 

This is very clearly set forth in the great chrono- 
logical prophecies which have been already referred 
to, and in others to which the attention of the reader 
is invited. 

' For some observations on these events, see chap. vii. 
' Rev. i. 7. 



' V 
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Thus, in Daniers vision of the four great Empires, 
it is obvious that he describes the appearing of our 
Lord as taking place whilst the ten kingdoms of the 
last or Roman Empire are still in existence, and whilst 
the unhallowed work of " the little horn*' (who is to 
make war with the saints, and to prevail against them, 
until the Ancient of days shall come) is still going on. 
It is whilst these things are taking place that he says, 
^^ I saw in the night visions, and behold, one like the 
Son of Man came vnth the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the Ancient of daySy and they brought Mm near 
before him."^ 

Here, then, is the advent of our Lord suddenly 
taking place whilst his saints are still suffering from a 
blasphemous and persecuting power of long continu- 
ance. Nor is there any obscurity in the description of 
what follows. Jt is clearly the establishment of Christ's 
kingdom upon earth; for the Prophet says, "There 
was given him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him." And again (v. 27), "The kingdom and do- 
minion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 
of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
him." 

In the prophecy of Zechariah (chap, xiv.) we have 
precisely the same leading features described. The 
advent of the Lord is represented as taking place at 
the very moment when all nations are gathered to- 
gether against Jerusalem to battle. Then, the Pro- 
phet says, " The Lord shall go forth and fight against 

* Dan. vii. 13. 
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those nations as when he fought in the day of battle. 
And his feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount 
of Olives^ which is before Jerusalem on the east. . . 
. . . And the Lord my God shall come, and all 
the saints with thee^ 

Here is the advent of the Lord taking place whilst 
the world is the scene of war and discord, and it is 
followed by the announcement of the same event de- 
scribed by the prophet Daniel; for Zechariah adds, 
"The Lord shall be King over all the earth; in that 
day there shall be one Lord, and his name one." 

Again, in the very comprehensive and remarkable 
prophecy, which was delivered by our Saviour on the 
Mount of Olives, 1 referring to the period which shall 
immediately precede his advent, he says, " On earth 
shall be distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea 
and the waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which are com- 
ing on the earth ; for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken;" and he adds, " Then shall they seethe Son 
of Man coming in a cloud vnth power and great 
glory:' 

Thus is his second and glorious appearing, de- 
scribed by our Lord himself as occurring under the 
very circumstances foretold by Daniel and Zechariah, 
not in times of prevailing righteousness and peace, 
but in times of great perplexity and distress. In re- 
ference, moreover, to what shall follow that great 
event, he directs our minds to precisely the same 
object of expectation (viz. the establishment of his 
kingdom), for, after he had delivered the very sig- 
nificant parable of the fig-tree, he says, " When ye 

' Matt. xxiv. See Dallas on Prophecy on tf^e Mount of Olives, 
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see these things come to pass, know ye that the king- 
dom of God is nigh at hand,*' 

In the Apocalypse we find that the glorious appear- 
ing of our Lord is placed at the same point. It is im- 
mediately succeeding the fall of the mystical Babylon, 
when the Beast and the Kings of the earth combine to 
make their last grand effort to defeat the purpose of 
the Most High. It is at that moment that the heaven 
is opened, and our Lord appears in glory, having his 
head adorned ** with many crowns," and having " on 
his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King 
OP Kings and Lord op Lords.'" The event is fol- 
lowed (as it is in all the other visions) by the establish- 
ment of his glorious and everlasting kingdom on the 
earth. 

From these, and many other passages of Scripture 
which harmonize with them, we cannot doubt that the 
promised kingdom will be ushered in by the personal 
appearing of our Lord in glory,^ and that at the very 
time " when the nations are angry," and when " scof- 
fers, walking after their own lusts, shall say, Where 

» Kev. xix. 11-16. 

* It is interesting to observe how many good men of our own 
time, who have been opposed to the doctrine of the pre-millen- 
nial advent of our Lord, have either been convinced of its truth, 
or have unconsciously approached so nearly to it as practically 
to admit it. 

The late Dr. Chalmers was believed to be opposed to this 
doctrine, but in the posthumous works of that great and good 
man we find the following striking observations on the 50th 
Psalm: — 

*' This is a remarkable psalm, and the subject of it seems to 
lie within the domain of unfulfilled prophecy. There has been 
no appearance as yet from Mount Zion at aU corresponding 
with that made from Mount Sinai, and I am far more inclined 
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is the promise of his coming?" he shsJl suddenly ap- 
pear in the glory of his Father, and all the holy angels 
with him. 

II. There is another event revealed to us as in- 
separahly connected with the coming of our Lord, and 
the establishment of his kingdom. It is the gather- 
ing TOGETHER OP HIS Saints, that they may be glorified 
with him. On this subject we have his own gracious 
and authoritative words, that at his coming ** he 
shall send his angels, with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they shall gather together his elect from the four 
windsy from the one end of heaven to the other.** ' 

This event was foretold in very early times. Enoch, 
the seventh from Adam, prophesied of it, saying, " Be- 
to the literal interpretation of this psaJin than to that which 
would restrict it to the mere preaching of the Gospel in the 
days of the Apostles. It looks far more like the descent of the 
Son of man upon the Mount of Olives, with all the accompani- 
ments of a Jewish conversion, and a first resurrection, and a 
destruction of the assembled hosts of Antichrist The saints 
here summoned are those within the pale of the everlasting 
covenant, ratified by the blood of the sacrifice of Christ. The 
address here given is like that from the Son of God, now mani- 
fested to the Jews who had returned though yet unconverted, to 
the Holy Land, but who now, hearing the words as well as 
seeing the person of Him whom they had pierced, are bom 
in a day by the impressive remonstrance and overpowering 
spectacle." — Chalmers' Posthumous Works, vol. iii. p. 61. 

The late Bev. Charles Simeon, whose praise is in all the 
churches,' was also opposed to the doctrine of the pre-millennial 
advent, but in a letter addressed to Miss E. Elliot he makes the 
following remarkable admission: — *<I think it highly probable 
that there will be some personal manifestations of the Saviour — 
perhaps many, and perhaps like that on Tabor, or more glorious 
still." — Simeon's Memoir by the Rev. W. Cams. 

* Matt. xxiv. 31. 
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hold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of his 
saintsJ^ David clearly foresees the same event. In 
the 50th Psalm he thus annoances the second advent, 
— " Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence ; a 
fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very 
tempestuous round about him;" and, as if describing 
the first grand transaction of that day, he adds (v. 6), 
'^ Gather my saints together unto me, those that have 
made a covenant with me by sacrifice." 

St^ Paul very frequently speaks of this event, and 
always in the closest connexion with the second com- 
ing of our Lord. Thus he assures us, that " When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, we also shall ap- 
pear with him in glory;" and when he had occasion 
to correct certain errors into which the Thessalonians 
had fallen, in reference to the expectation of our Lord's 
immediate appearing, the argument by which he en- 
forces his exhortation is this, — " We beseech you, 
brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
by our gathering together unto him" 

The description which he gives of this event in his 
first epistle to the same Church is truly sublime. He 
says that *^ the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first : then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air : and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord."i 

At whatever period, then, the advent of our Lord 
shall take place, it shall undoubtedly be accompanied 
by the gathering together of his saints — by the glori- 

* 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17. 



USHER IN THE KINGDOM. 23 

fication of all who have ever loved and served liim on 
the earth, whether they shall be alive and remain, or 
whether they have long since departed in the faith of 
his holy name. 

Then it is that '^ he comes to be glorified in his 
saints, and admired in all them that believe;" for in 
that day " he will swallow up death in victory." The 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and the living shall 
be changed. 

Oh, happy prospect! Oh, glorious consummation! 
As we anticipate it we may, indeed, adopt the language 
of the Apostle, and exclaim, " O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

This gathering together of the saints appears to be 
the same event with that described in the Apocalypse 
as the marriage of the Lamb. It is the perfected union 
between Christ and his Church; the admission of his 
people to the participation of his glory; their entrance 
upon the joy of their Lord. Nor are we left in doubt 
as to the time when this union shall be consummated. 
It is on the fall of the mystical Babylon, and as her 
smoke rises up for ever and ever, that there is '' heard 
as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the 
voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thunderings, saying. Alleluia : for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give honour to him : for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready." ^ 

It was as St. John gazed on that glorious scene that 

' Bev. xix. 6, 7. 
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he was specially told to write, saying, " Blessed are 
they which are called unto the marriage- supper of the 
Lamb." 

Reader! may that blessedness be yours! May you 
be found arrayed in that fine linen, clean and white, 
which is the righteousness of saints; and so have "an 
entrance ministered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ! " 

Such, then, are the heavenly events by which the 
long-promised kingdom shall be ushered in. The 
Lord himself shall appear in glory. He shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and the trump of God, into the air or firma- 
ment of this planet, and there shall he receive his 
people to himself, transform them into his own glori- 
ous image, and wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

There are, however, earthly as well as heavenly 
events which shall usher in the kingdom, and which 
are represented as taking place at this momentous 
period. 

I. There will be the bestoration and conver- 
sion OP the Jews. 

This is ever connected with the coming and king- 
dom of our Lord, — the restoration of Israel to the land 
which the Lord God gave unto their fathers; the re- 
building of Jerusalem; the pouring out of the Spirit 
of grace and of supplications upon them; and complete 
conversion unto Christ. 

Isaiah foretells this, in the eleventh chapter of his 
prophecy, where, having announced the establishment 
of the millennial kingdom, and described the happiness 
of the various tribes of animated nature, he says (vv. 
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11, 12), '< It shall come to pass in that day, that the 
Lord shall set his hand again the second time to re- 
cover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, 
from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and 
from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And he 
shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall as- 
semble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the 
dispersed of Judah from the four comers of the earth." 

But, which of the prophets has not spoken of these 
days? Which has not foretold a time when a king 
shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in 
judgment: in whose days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely? Moses spake of this ere they 
had reached the land of Canaan. Having set before 
them the fearful consequences of disobedience, and 
foretold their dispersion amongst all nations, he antici- 
pates a happier day — the day of their repentance and 
return to the law of the Lord; and he says, "Then 
the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee 
from all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
scattered thee. If any of thine be driven out unto 
the utmost parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord 
thy Grod gather thee, and from thence will he fetch 
thee: and the Lord thy God will bring thee into the 
land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt 
possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply 
thee above thy fathers." ^ 

But a greater than Moses or the Prophets has 
spoken of these days. The Lord Jesus has said that 
" Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 

* Deut. XXX. 3-6. 
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until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled;^" but at 
his coming the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, and 
then shall Jerusalem be no more trodden down. The 
time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come; and 
^^ when the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear 
in his glory." 

St. Paul tells us that he would not have us to be 
ignorant of this mystery, " that blindness in part is 
happened unto Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is 
written. There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob."* That 
Deliverer shall come, and his people shall be willing 
in the day of his power. He shall establish and make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

2. Another event, very different in its nature from 
that now described, is clearly revealed as taking pla^e 
at this time, in immediate connexion with the coming 
of our Lord, and the restoration of Israel. It is the 
Destruction op Antichrist and op all those 
powers which have taken counsel against the 
Lord, and against His Anointed. 

That certain powers Jiave been mysteriously per- y 

mitted to hinder the progress of true religion in the ' j 
world will not be denied; and that it had been pro- 
phesied beforehand that it should be so, and that these 
powers should continue for a very lengthened period, 
will also be generally admitted. The time of their 
destruction is not less clearly revealed. It is at the 
appearing of our Lord. 

Thus, when the prophet Daniel foresaw the rise of 
that " little horn," which had eyes and a mouth that 

> Luke, xxi. 24. ' Kom. xi. 25, 26. 
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Spake great things, he says, *' I beheld, and the same 
horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against 
them, until the Ancient of days came^ and judgment 
was given to the saints of the Most High ; and the 
time came that the saints possessed the kingdom J^^ 

This language needs no explanation ; it clearly in- 
forms us that the time appointed for the destruction 
of that blasphemous and persecuting power is at the 
appearing and kingdom of our Lord. 

Let the reader compare this with the statement 
made by St. Paul, in his prophecy of the man of sin 
(2 Thess. ii. 3-9). 

He is preparing them for the revelation of that 
" wicked one," and he informs them that it was at 
present hindered by the existence of a power well 
known to themselves (supposed to be the Roman Im- 
perial Power), and on the removal of which the man 
of sin would be revealed. He says, "And now ye 
know what withholdeth, that he might be revealed 
in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already 
work ; only he who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way, and then shall that Wicked be 
revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit 
of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of 
his coming J' 

With. statements sa definite and distinct as these, it 
will, we presume, be admitted that whatever " the 
little horn" of Daniel, or "the man of sin" of St. 
Paul, may mean, the time appointed for their destruc- 
tion is at the appearing of our Lord. 

Many other passages of Scripture testify the same 
thing, and refer to this period as the great day of the 

» Dan. vii. 21, 22. 
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Lord, in which the enemies of Christ and the op- 
pressors of his people shall be finally destroyed ; the 
day ^'when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of oar Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power ; 
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and 
admired in all them that believe."^ It seems, more- 
over, to be indicated that Palestine is the locality 
where this last great overthrow and destruction will 
take place, and the occasion of their assembling there 
appears to arise from the hostility of the nations to the 
restoration of Israel, and to their establishment in the 
land. 

But the purpose of the Lord shall stand ; " He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have 
them in derision/' He has said, *' Behold, I will 
gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle ; " and 
again, " In that day will I make Jerusalem a burden- 
some stone for all people ; all that burden themselves 
with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of 
the earth be gathered together against it."* 

The elements by which this final act of opposition 
to the Divine purpose shall be brought about are 
already at work in the earth. In the sixteenth chapter 
of the Apocalypse we read, that during the time when 
the sixth vial is poured out on the river Euphrates, 
three unclean spirits '^ go forth to the kings of the 
earth, and of the whole world, to gather them together 
to the battle of the great day of God Almighty." 

• 2 Thess. i. 7-10. » Zech. xii. 3. 
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We are not without many convincing proofs that 
this evil work is rapidly proceeding. Our own times 
are remarkable for the revival of popery, rationalism, 
and false teaching of every kind — religious, political, 
and social. The issue will be the great conflict so long 
foretold ; and the ultimate end — the destruction of 
every power which has opposed the kingdom of God. 
" Be wise now, therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, 
ye judges of the earth ; serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry and ye perish from the way, when his wrath 
is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in him." 

Such seem to be the great predicted events by which 
the kingdom of Grod shall be ushered in : — The ap- 
pearing of our Lord in glory, with the gathering 
together of his saints; the establishment of his 
throne in the heavens, whilst, faithful to his promise, 
he restores the kingdom to Israel — destroys the anti- 
christian powers — pours out his spirit upon all flesh, 
and delivers the creature itself from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 

Then shall the whole earth be filled with his glory, 
and that truly millennial Psalm shall have its com- 
plete fulfilment, which says, — 

" O sing unto the Lord a new song ; for he hath 
done marvellous things : his right hand, and liis holy 
arm hath gotten him the victory. 

** The Lord hath made known his salvation : his 
righteousness hath he openly showed in the sight of 
the heathen. 

** He hath remembered his mercy and his truth 
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towards the boase of Israel : all the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God. 

^' Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth : 
make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 

" Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the harp, 
and the voice of a psalm. 

" With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful 
noise before the Lord, the King. 

" Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof ; the 
world, and they that dwell therein. 

'^ Let the floods clap their hands : let the hills be 
joyful together 

" Before the Lord ; for he cometh to judge the 
earth : with righteousness shall he judge the world, 
and the people with equity." (Ps. xcviii.) 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM. 

In the preceding chapter we have seen that the king- 
dom of God will be ushered in by the personal ap- 
pearing of our Lord in glory, and by the gathering 
together of his saints. We have also seen, that 
whilst these great events are occurring in the air or 
heavens of this planet, there are other events which 
are revealed as taking place on the surface of the 
earth ; such as the restoration and conversion of Is- 
rael, and the destruction of Antichrist with his as- 
sembled hosts. 

And now, ^* The Lord reigneth, let the earth re- 
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joice ; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof." But 
what shall be the nature of His reign ? What shall 
be the constitution of that kingdom of which we read 
that " it shall never be moved ?" 

Such inquiries are peculiarly sacred, and in entering 
upon them we may indeed put our shoes from off our 
feet, for the place whereon we stand is holy ground. 
May it please Almighty God to preserve us from all 
presumptuous speculations, and to bestow upon us the 
grace of His Holy Spirit to save us from error, and 
to guide us into all truth ! 

By those who are wholly opposed to such studies we 
are sometimes reminded, in the words of Scripture, 
that, " eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him." True ; they 
forget, however, that the inspired writer has added, 
" but God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit." 

It is what God has so revealed that we desire to 
know, and, by meditation and prayer, to derive from 
them that measure of light and knowledge which they 
are intended to convey. 

What, then, has it pleased Almighty God to reveal 
to us in the Scriptures of truth, respecting the con- 
stitution of his millennial kingdom ? 

We have already seen, that at the Advent of our 
Lord certain of the events which shall occur are 
heavenly J and that others may be described as earthly ^ 
taking place as they do on the surface of the earth. 
It is important to bear this in mind, for the same dis- 
tinction is applicable to the events which shall follow 
the Advent, and if duly attended to, this will be 
found to harmonize some of those apparent contradic- 
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tions which have proved an insuperable difficulty to 
many minds. 

The everlasting kingdom will be partly heavenly 
and partly earthly.' Heaven and earth will be united 
under the happy period of Messiah's reign. The 
kingdom of heaven will comprise both heaven and 
earth. They will then "be gathered together in 
one," even " in Christ." He will restore a direct and 
constant intercourse between the two. The Sove- 
reign and his bride, with all the just men made per- 
fect of the ages previous to the Advent, will occupy 
the heavenly sphere or department of the kingdom ; 
and they thence shall reign over the nations of the 
earth. For it is his purpose, ''that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven and which are on earth, even in him." i 

I. The Constitution op the Kingdom, then, 
WILL BE PARTLY HEAVENLY.— " The Lord hath 
prepared his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
ruleth over all." It is there that he will specially 
manifest himself as the King of Glory. It is there 
that his saints will meet him, and there, apparently, 
that the Holy City, new Jerusalem, shall be revealed, 
and shall remain throughout the millennial dispen- 
sation. How little do we know of the Divine pur- 
pose regarding the heavens or firmament of this 
planet, or of what may even now be going on there ! 
Our great adversary is described as "the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience ; " and from this we may 
infer that the air is the chief seat of his influence and 

» Eph. i. 10. 
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power.i It shall not long continue to be so. When 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, Satan and his 
hosts shall be for ever cast out, and the heavens shall 
receive that grand purification which shall fit them 
for the presence of their Lord and King. 

In the heavens, then, will the Lord establish his 
throne, and around him will be his saints in their 
resurrection bodies, now presented to himself a glori- 
ous Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing. Such appears to be the scene described by St. 
John in the twentieth chapter of the Apocalypse, and 
which he represents as immediately following the 
marriage of the Lamb. He says : — " I saw thrones, 
and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded 
for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his 
image, neither had received his mark upon their fore- 
heads, or in their hands ; and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the dead 
lived not again till the thousand years were finished,. 
This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he 
that hath part in the first resurrection : on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests 
of Grod and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years." * 

* See Barnes* Notes on Ephesians, ii. 2. 

« Rev. XX. 4-6. 

A difficulty has occurred to many minds in connexion with 
this passage. Admitting that it refers to the first resurrection 
at our Lord's pre-millennial advent, it seems to them to exclude 
from this high distinction all save Martyrs and Confessors. 
An attentive examination of the context will probably remove 

D 
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Here, then, is the manifestation of the sons of God. 
Christ, who is their life, has appeared ; and, faithful 
to his promise, they also appear with him in glory. 
Here is the full disclosure of the high purpose for 
which they are called. They are made unto our God 
kings and priests. Kings to take part in the righteous 
government of the nations ; and priests, to offer unto 
God continually the holy and perfect sacrifices of 
thanksgiving and praise. 

Here, moreover, is the fulfilment of all that de- 
parted saints are represented as now anticipating, 
when they, sing their new song, saying, " Thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; 
and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and 
we shall reign on [or over] the earth.** ^ 

It seems probable that this state of the resurrection 
church was symbolized of old time by the cherubim of 
glory. From the earliest times that remarkable sym- 

this diflBculty. The Apostle says, "I saw thrones, and they 
sat upon them;" but who are the parties thus referred to? 
They are evidently the glorious company spoken of in the 
former chapter, and who are first described as called to the 
marriage-supper of the Lamb, and as following their Lord 
at his appearing and kingdom. The eye of the Apostle still 
rests upon them, and as he contemplates their glory and happi- 
ness he says, " I saw thrones, and they sat upon them ;" that 
is, the whole company of the redeemed ; and then, as if to point 
out a pre-eminence in honour and blessedness, he adds, " And 
I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus and for the word of God." 

There is no exclusion here. All who have ever loved and 
served their Lord are now remembered by him ; but " as one 
stsur differeth from another star in glory, so also is the resur- 
rection of the dead." 

> Rev. V. 9, 10. 
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bol is presented to our yiew, in connexion with the 
Lord and his immediate presence. An eminent wri- 
ter says, *^ The Cherubim are not angelic, but human 
symbols, in some way associated with the Church ; 
especially when viewed as redeemed; and they are 
significant of its glorious power and beauty, as pre- 
sented before the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
The very same character may be ascribed to the 
living creatures of Ezekiel's visions, and to the cheru- 
bim, wherever they are mentioned in the Old Testa- 
ment. They typify and shadow the complete Church, 
gathered out of all times and nations, and from the 
four corners of the world, waiting in attendance on 
her Lord and Saviour, in his redeeming glory." ^ 

If this be correct, the vision seen by Ezekiel when 
beside the river Chebar* is strikingly illustrative of 
the heavenly portion of the millennial kingdom. He 
describes these glorious living ones appearing as " from 
a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself." Above 
them there was the likeness of a firmament ; and 
" above the firmament that was over their heads was 
the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sap- 
phire stone : and upon the likeness of the throne was 
the likeness of the appearance of a man above upon 
it." The Prophet is informed that this was '"the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory . of the Lord." 
Here, then, is the Lord on his throne in the heavens, 
surrounded by his saints in their resurrection bodies, 
all evidently employed in rendering active and willing 
service to him, and fulfilling his will in governing 
and ministering to those who are upon the earth. It 

* Candlish on Genesis, vol. i. p. 126. * Ezek. i. 
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appears to be in reference to this that we are told, 
'Hhe living creatures ran and returned again as a 
flash of lightning." * 

The ministry of angels, under the present dispensa- 
tion, seems to bear a certain analogy to the ministry 
of the saints in their resurrection state hereafter ; and 
it enables us to form some idea of what that shall be. 
Now^ the angels are '^ ministering spirits sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation ; "^ 
but we read, that ''unto the angels hath he not put 
in subjection the world to comcy whereof we speak."* 
Then, the Divine government and purpose in the 
earth shall be carried on, not by angels, but by glori- 
fied men ; by men who are the citizens of the heaven- 
ly Jerusalem — whose privilege it is to live and reign 
with Christ, but who (as seen by Ezekiel) are ever 
engaged in AilfiUing the Divine purpose on the earth, 
ascending and descending as their mission may require. 

Thus, both by prophecy and symbol do we find our 
faith and expectation directed towards this interesting 
period ; and we are enabled, in some measure, to ap- 
prehend the distinction between the heavenly and the 
earthly, the incorruptible and the corruptible, the un- 
changeable and that which is still capable of ex- 
periencing further change. 

This heavenly portion or department of the king- 
dom, with the revelation of the new Jerusalem, appears 
to have formed the object of expectation to good men 
from a very early period, and to have been connected 
in their minds with the final establishment of Israel in 
the land of Canaan. 

Thus, when St. Paul refers to the case of Abraham 

» Ezek. i. 26. « Heb. i. 14. » Heb. ii. 6. 
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as illustrative of that faith " which is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen," he 
says, ''By faith Abraham when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for an in- 
heritance, obeyed; and he went out not knowing 
whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land 
of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in taber- 
nacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the 
same promise ; for he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God,** ^ 

But why was it so ? Why could not Abraham have 
looked for this abiding city, and prepared for entering 
upon its enjoyment whilst dwelling in his native land ? 
No country can in itself be more favourable than an- 
other for the cultivation of personal piety, or for the 
exercise of faith and hope. There must therefore 
have been some reason why Abraham connected the 
hope of this " city which hath foundations " with the 
land of Canaan, and not with the land of Chaldea. 

The reason, doubtless, was this, that Almighty God 
had revealed to him that in that land the promised 
Messiah was to suffer and to die, and that there, at a 
subsequent period, his glory was to be revealed. 

This, moreover, is implied in what our Lord said to 
the Jews, " Your father Abraham rejoiced to see w// 
day, and he saw it, and was glad." Abraham saw 
that day, though it was afar off. He saw the day of 
Messiah's sufferings, and he looked beyond that to the 
day of Messiah's glory. 

It was amidst the glories of that latter period that 
he expected to appear once more in the body, and to 

» Heb. xi. 8-10. 
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have an entrance into that "city wliicli hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God." 

Hence, also, in the same chapter, when St. Paul 
had instanced as examples of faith the cases of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, he says, ^' These all died in 
faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and em- 
braced them, and confessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such 
things declare plainly that they seek a country. And 
truly, if they had been mindful of that country from 
whence they came out, they might have had oppor- 
tunity to have returned. But now they desire a 
better country, that is an heavenly; wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for He hath pre- 
pared for them a cityp ^ 

Here is precisely the same thing. The faith of 
these venerable patriarchs led them to expect their 
own resurrection and admission to the everlasting 
kingdom, in connexion with the fulfiment of the pro- 
mises and purposes of God concerning the earthly 
Canaan. 

It is of these worthies that the Apostle says, — 
"These all, having obtained a good report through 
faith, received not the promise, God having provided 
some better thing for us, that they without us should 
not be made perfect.*' No ! They are not yet made 
perfect. Their happy spirits are, indeed, in joy and 
felicity, yet have they not received the promise, but 
are waiting till we, who are called to be the sons of 
God, are all made ready ; and then shall they and we 
be perfected together, when the Lord Jesus shall 

» Heb. xi. 13-16. 
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come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe. In that happj day we shall 
all take the places prepared for us in the heavenly 
department of the millennial kingdom. " The dead 
in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord." 

I. But the Millennial Kingix)m will be 
PARTLY EARTHLY. — The earth is the local scene 
over which " a king shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes shall rule in judgment." It is on earth that 
there shall be given him ** dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages shall 
serve him." 

What a change for this earth — so long the scene of 
oppression and cruelty, of anarchy and strife — when 
it shall be placed under the righteous sceptre of the 
Prince of Peace ! What a morning of joy shall it be 
when "the Lord shall be King over all the earth" — 
when " there shall be one Lord, and his name one ! " 

The first act of his righteous government will be 
the expulsion from his kingdom of that power which 
has been so mysteriously permitted to oppose the 
Divine will, and to deceive the nations. St. John 
thus describes the event : — " I saw an angel come 
down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless 
pit, and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold 
on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil 
and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and cast 
him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set 
a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no 
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more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled : and 
after that he must be loosed a little season." ^ 

Thus, every hindrance to the glory of God, or to 
the happiness of his creatures on the earth, is re- 
moved. Antichrist, with all those powers which have 
opposed the Gospel of peace, has already been de- 
stroyed; the devil, who deceived them, is now cast 
out ; and the prayer of the Psalmist, so long on re- 
cord before the throne of grace, receives its final 
accomplishment — "Let sinners be consumed out of 
the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou 
the Lord, O my soul. Praise ye the Lord." * 

And now ** the kingdom is the Lord's, and he is 
the governor among the nations : " the whole earth is 
under his dominion ; and righteousness and peace 
universally prevail. 

1. In this new and happy state of things the most 
prominent feature is the position op his ancient 

PEOPLE. 

" He hath remembered his mercy and truth toward 
the house of Israel, and all the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God." Now it will be seen 
how the Lord hath chosen Jacob to himself, and Israel 
to be his peculiar treasure. Whilst he shall be King 
over all all the earth, he shall be specially ^A^tVKing: 
for "the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David ; and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end."* Then the kingdom shall indeed be 
restored to Israel, and that people shall become a 
crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of their God. 

» Rev XX. 103. 9 Ps. civ. 36. > Luke, i. 32, 38. 
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In anticipation of that day the prophet says, — 
** Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places 
of Jerusalem : for the Lord hath comforted his 
people ; he hath redeemed Jerusalem." Then shall 
Jerusalem become again " the city of the great King:" 
for it is there that he will specially manifest himself. 
Whikt his throne shall be in the heavens, we read of 
direct and personal manifestations of his presence 
on the earth, even as of old, when " the Lord God 
walked in the garden." ^ Thus, at the establishment 
of his kingdom, his feet are to stand upon the Mount 
of Olives ; and in Ezekiel's vision of the Temple we 
read of the east gate being shut, *^ because the Lord, 
the God of Israel, hath entered by it. . . . It is for 
the Prince." ^ Thus shall " the Lord of Hosts reign 
in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before his 
ancients gloriously ; " ' and the name of the city from 
that day shall be. The Lard is there. 

Then shall the words of Isaiah have their complete 
fulfiment, — *• Whereas thou hast been forsaken and 
hated, so that no man passed through thee, I will 
make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many 
generations. . . . Violence shall no more be heard in 
thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy bor- 
ders ; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and 
thy gates Praise. The sun shall be no more thy 
light by day ; neither for brightness shall the moon 
give light unto thee : but the Lord shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 
Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine 

' Gen. iii. 8. * Ezek. xliv. 2. ' Isa. xxiv. 23. 
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everlasting light, and the days of thj mourning shall 
be ended." * 

Jerusalem shall thus become a praise in the earth, 
and the centre of light and blessing to all nations : 
for ** out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem, and he shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks : nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more." * 

All shall rejoice in the righteous government of 
the Lord, and shall delight themselves in the abund- 
ance of peace : for the time has come when '^ all the 
ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord : and all the kindreds of the nations shall wor- 
ship before him. For the kingdom is the Lord's ; 
and he is the governor among the nations." ' 

2. In such a state of things, the beligious, moral, 

AND intellectual CONDITION OP MANKIND WILL BE 

INCALCULABLY IMPROVED. The great tempter being 
bound, and the Spirit poured from on high, darkness 
and ignorance, superstition and idolatry, shall flee 
away, and the knowledge of the Lord shall universally 
prevail : " they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord, for all shall know him, from the least even 
to the greatest." 

Although sin and death will both exist during this 
period, they will form exceptional cases, and not, as 
at present, the leading features of the dispensation. 
Human life will be greatly prolonged, for " the child 

» Isa. Ix. 15-20. 2 Isa. ii. 3, 4. » pg, xxii. 27, 28. 
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shall die an hundred years old,*' and health and happi- 
ness shall prove its constant attendants ; "the work 
of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect of right- 
eousness, quietness, and assurance for ever." 

In circumstances so favourable, and freed from all 
bodily oppression, what may not the powers of the 
human mind be expected to become ? Men shall be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding, and fitted as Adam was 
in Eden to see and declare the Divine purpose in all 
created things, and in all to give glory and praise to 
the Creator. 

This state of things is earnestly to be desired. The 
intellectual improvement of our race, viewed as the 
great means of glorifying God, is a subject of deep 
importance. The increase of knowledge and the ad- 
vancement of science in our own times are causes for 
thankfulness to all true philanthropists ; but great as 
they are, how far short do they come of accomplishing 
the end in view I Now, indeed, such sciences as those 
of Natural History, Botany, and Mineralogy, are very 
interesting and instructive, but we expect a far higher 
measure of knowledge hereafter, which will enable 
mankind at once to recognize and admire the wisdom 
and goodness of God in all the works of his hand, and 
to render unto him the intelligent and grateful homage 
of thankfulness and praise. 

Now, moreover, the endless variety of languages 
forms a very serious impediment to the diffusion of 
knowledge and to the communion of saints, but there 
seems to be reason to conclude that in the millennial 
dispensation this disadvantage will be removed, for 
the Lord has said, "Then will I turn to the people 
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a pure language, that thej maj all call upon the name 
of the Lord, to serve Him with one consent." * 

3. Meanwhile the surface of the earth shall 
EXPERIENCE A GREAT CHANGE. In anticipation of 
that time the Psalmist says, ** Thou renewest tlie face 
of the earth ; '* and again, " The earth shall yield its 
increase." These words evidently imply a change 
from its present condition, perhaps the change referred 
to by St. Paul when he says, " the creature itself also 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God." * Isaiah 
seems to describe this same period when (in connexion 
with the restoration of Israel) he says, " Ye shall go 
out with joy and be led forth with peace; the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the fig-tree, and 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree ; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an ever- 
lasting sign which shall not be cut off." ' 

In the closest connexion with this is revealed the 
improved condition and consequent happiness of the 
various tribes of animated nature: '* Then shall the 
creatures that fell under the curse of the first Adam 
share the blessing of the second. Whatsoever was 
lost shall be regained. The groans of misery shall be 
exchanged for hymns of praise. All animals, wild 
and tame, in the air, the earth, and the seas, shall 
be recovered from that state of vanity to which they 
were made subject by reason of Adam's transgression, 
and brought into harmonious and happy subjection to 
the rule of the Prince of Peace." 

* Zeph.iii. 9. s Rom. viii. 21. * Isa. Iv. 18, 13. 
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Then shall Isaiah's glowing description of Messiah's 
kingdom be realized : " The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 
and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling to- 
gether ; and a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed ; their joung ones shall 
lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
» sea« 

In what has thus been described we seem to have 
the perfect antitype of Paradise. The earth is re- 
newed and restored to its original beauty and ferti- 
lity. It is placed under the dominion of the second 
Adam, the Lord from heaven, with his bride the 
Church. The various orders of inferior animals, all 
freed from the curse imposed upon them through man's 
transgression, and placed under him of whom it is 
written, *'Thou hast put all things under his feet: 
all sheep aiid oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field ; 
the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and what- 
soever passeth through the paths of the seas." ^ 

All things are again pronounced to be very good. 
The Divine presence diffuses universal happiness and 
joy, and from thousands and tens of thousands of re- 
newed hearts arises the grateful and unceasing acknow- 
ledgment of thanksgiving and praise : ** O Lord, our 
Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth, 
Who has set thy glory above the heavens." 

» Isa. xi. 6-9. 9 Ps. viii. 6-8. 
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Such is a brief outline of what the Holy Scriptures 
seem to testify respecting the constitution of the mil- 
lennial kingdom. ' The view thus given is, doubtless, 
feeble, and imperfect ; but it is so, because as yet, we 
see only " through a glass darkly.'* We are not yet 
prepared for the full blaze of the glory which shall be 
revealed, but we see enough to guide our faith and 
hope in the right direction, to assure us of good things 
to come, and to give reality to that " restitution of all 
things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began." ^ 

It is in the expectation of this that the Apostle says, 
^^ The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now ; and not only they, but ourselves 
also, which have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body." ^ 

Are these words descriptive of our state of mind ? 
Have we received the first-fruits of the Spirit, and 
under his sacred influences do we groan within our- 
selves, waiting for the redemption of our bodies in 
connexion with the deliverance of creation and the 
manifestation of the sons of God ? 

No questions can be more important than these. 
To have the first-fruits of the Spirit is to possess the 
earnest of the inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchased possession. It is to have the seal of the 
living God upon our foreheads. Without this, all 
mere profession of Christianity, or intellectual know- 
ledge of its leading truths, will be in vain. 

Let us seek, then, by prayer and supplication, to 
possess more of the influences of that eternal Spirit, 

» Acts, iii. 21. 2 Rom. viii. 22, 23. 
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who is at once the Comforter, the Sanctifier, and the 
Teacher of the people of God. Let us live in the 
Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, ever mortifying the 
flesh with its affections and lusts, and we shall know 
bj experience what the Apostle means when he says 
that "we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body."' 

*' The whole creation groans, 
And waits to hear that voice 
That shall restore her comeliness, 
And make her wastes rejoice. 

Gome, Lord, and wipe away 
The curse, the sin, the stain, 
And make this blighted world of ours 
Thine own fair world again." 



CHAPTER V. 



THE EVENTS WHICH SHALL SEPARATE THE MILLENNIAL 
FROM THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM. 

In the preceding chapter an outline has been given of 
the probable constitution of the millennial kingdom. 
We have reason to conclude that heaven and earth 
will be reunited during that happy period ; that in 
the Heavens the Lord will establish his throne, 
where he will be surrounded by his glorified saints, 
now made unto him " kings and priests," and exalted 
to reign with him over the earth: whilst on the earth 
itself there will be universal happiness and peace — 
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the great tempter bound, the knowledge of the Lord 
everywhere diffused, and righteousness the leading 
characteristic of human affairs. 

Of the kingdom thus established it is written that 
it " cannot be moved ; " and it is written again, that 
" Unto the Son he saith. Thy throne^ O God, is for 
ever and ever, a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom ;" and again, that '^ the saints of the 
Most High shall take the kingdom and possess the 
kingdom for ever, even for ever and everP 

All this, however, is to be tested, and it appears to 
be for this end that the events which succeed the mil- 
lennial reign are permitted to occur. 

It is to make manifest to the whole universe of Grod 
that the work of our Lord Jesus Christ is for eternity, 
that his throne is immovable, and that the inheritance 
of his saints is incorruptible, and undefiled, and can- 
not fade away. 

Seated in glory with their Lord, the risen saints 
are removed far above the power of Satan, and 
the possibility of change. Neither can our Lord's 
righteous government of the earth be overthrown ; 
nor his purpose in Israel be frustrated : nor his 
name cease to be excellent in all the earth. 

All this is now to be proved, to the glory of God, 
and to the final overthrow of the powers of darkness. 

I. For this purpose a last great defection is per- 
mitted to take place, which shall be succeeded by the 
final struggle between good and evil, light and dark- 
ness, the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of hell. 

We read, that " when the thousand years are ex- 
pired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and 
shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the 
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four quarters of the earth." ' Here is the source of 
the apostasy, and here is the instigator of that last 
and daring insult to the Majesty of heaven which this 
earth shall ever witness. It is Satan — the great 
enemy of our race, by whom our first parents were 
deceived, and who ever since has laboured to effect 
our ruin — it is he who is the author of this dark and 
hellish work. How little do men realize the existence 
of this great adversary, or think of the power which 
he is so mysteriously permitted to exercise in this 
fallen world ! Yet on no subject have we more de- 
finite statements in the Holy Scriptures. The very 
names and titles given to him are sufficient to arouse 
us from our indifference, and to constrain us to T^tch- 
fulness and prayer. He is described as that old ser- 
pent, which is called the Devil and Satan — ^the prince 
of the power of the air — the accuser of the brethren 
— the deceiver — a liar and murderer from the begin- 
ning. These are formidable titles, and they should 
make a deep and solemn impression upon our minds. 
This is no power to be thought lightly of, or to be 
encountered in our own strength. We need the whole 
armour of God, that we may be able to withstand him 
in the evil day, and having done all to stand. There 
is but one source of safety for us. It is in fighting 
manfully under his banner, who was manifested that 
he might destroy the works of the devil; who has 
himself bruised the serpent's head, and has promised 
that he will, in due time, bruise him under our feet. 

Such is the power — the dark and terrible power 
which is once more to be let loose — although it be 
only for a little season. We read, that *'he goes out 

* Rev. XX. 7. 

E 
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to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters 
of the earth/' But how is this ? Are not the nations 
long since converted to Grod ? And have they not for 
a thousand years been living in righteousness and 
peace? 

The nations have, indeed, for a thousand years en- 
joyed incalculable blessings. They have been pro- 
tected from Satanic influence and power ; they have 
been governed in perfect righteousness ; the know* 
ledge of the Lord has covered the earth as the waters 
cover the sea ; and vast has been the harvest of souls 
prepared during that happy period for the heavenly 
garner : but, even in circumstances so favourable, and 
with advantages so great, there are many who have 
not yielded the affections of their hearts to the Lord, 
nor experienced the inward power and unction of his 
Spirit. They have been the recipients of inestimable 
blessings, but they have not rendered again according 
to the benefit done unto them ; and, even amidst mil-' 
lennial light and blessedness, the God, in whose hand 
their breath is, and whose aere all their ways, have 
they not glorified. 

It is upon these that Satan now exerts his unhal- 
lowed influence and power. What the particular form 
of the temptation is we are not informed ; but so nu- 
merous are his victims, so many the hearts found 
swept and garnished, and prepared for his reception, 
that we are told ** the number of them is as the sand 
of the sea." ^ 

There is important instruction and a very solemn 
warning conveyed to ourselves in all this. We may 
be in the midst of religious light and privileges, and 

* Rev. XX. 8. 
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yet our sins may be unpardoned, our hearts unsancti- 
fied, and our souls unsaved. An inspired Apostle 
has exhorted us to examine ourselves whether we be 
in the faith. It is meet and right so to do. No man 
will ever regret having done so. Let us all do so. 
Let us ascertain whose we are, and whom we serve. 
Let us seek to know if the love of God has been shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is 
given unto us ; and let us anxiously inquire whether, 
amidst the trials and temptations of this mortal life, 
we are being kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation. 

Happy are they who, after careful self-examination, 
are able in the sight of God satisfactorily to answer 
these inquiries, and in whose experience the Spirit 
beareth witness with their spirit that they are the 
children of God. They need not fear the power or 
subtilty of their great adversary. They shall in all 
things be more than conquerors through him who 
loved them, and none shall be able to pluck them 
from his hand ! 

And now, behold the last sad development of what 
is in man ; the last dark manifestation of ingratitude 
and rebellion against the holy and righteous God ! 
The vast multitude described as '*Gog and Magog, 
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea," are 
gathered together ' to battle. To battle ! against 
whom? Against the God who made them and the 
Saviour who died for them, and against that sceptre 
of righteousness of which they have experienced the 
blessedness I In their blind infatuation '* they com- 
pass the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city!''i 

• Rev. XX. 9. 
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It is all in vain. '' He that sitteth in the heayens 
shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision.'* 
They present themselves before him only to receive 
their final doom. In the brief, but comprehensive 
words of Scripture, we are told that " fire came down 
from God out of heaven and devoured them. And 
the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of 
fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 
prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever." ^ 

Thus all rebellion against the High and Holy One 
is for ever put down. His kingdom is shown to be 
immovable ; the inheritance of his saints to be incor- 
ruptible ; and the Seed of the woman who bruised 
the serpent's head, has bruised him under the feet of 
all who have ever loved and trusted in their Lord. 

All enemies are thus put under his feet. The king- 
dom of conquest is over, and is now to be delivered 
up to God, even the Father. The millennial age has 
ended, and the ages of everlasting glory are about to 
be opened to our view. 

II. There is, however, one grand transaction more, 
which is revealed to us as intervening — ^the most mo- 
mentous of all. It is the Judgment of the Quick 
AND Dead — the day when all who have ever lived 
upon the earth '' must appear before the judgment- 
seat of Christ, that every one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad." 

In the 20th chapter of Revelation, St. John thus 
describes this grieat event. He says, " I saw a great 
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face 
the earth and the heaven fied away ; and there was 

> Rev. XX. 10. 
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found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small 
and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened : and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life ; and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to 
their works. 

^' And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire." 

How unspeakably grand and sublime . is this de- 
scription! It is, moreover, full of deep and important 
instruction ; for each point is evidently designed to 
convey to us some leading feature of the great reality. 

The first object seen by the Apostle was the seat 
of the righteous Judge. He describes it as ''a great 
white throne ; " thus combining the ideas of absolute 
autho];ity with perfect purity ; for it shall be unsullied 
by any act of injustice or unrighteousness. He speaks 
of the Judge as " Him that sat on ityfrom whose face 
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was 
found no place for them : " as if the brightness of his 
glory was so transcendent, that as the stars become 
invisible before the rising sun, so the earth and the 
heaven shrink into insignificance before him. And 
who is this King of glory? It is he^ " who, though 
he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor." It is 
that Friend who loved us, and died for our sins upon 
the cross. It is that merciful and faithful High Priest 
who now maketh intercession for us. It is he who 
shall sit upon that great white throne, and be the 
Judge of the quick and dead ; for it is written, that 
^ the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
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judgment to the Son, because he is the Son of 
man."i 

The Apostle describes the persons who shall be 
summoned to this great tribunal. He sajs, " / saw 
the dead, small and great, stand be/ore God.** What 
an assembly ! the dead of all ages and generations ; the 
poor and the despised — the pauper and the slave — ^the 
men who lived and died uncared for and unknown ; 
and beside them the kings and rulers of the earth — 
the chief captains, and the mightj men — but all now 
on the same level, all human distinctions gone, for 
** there is no respect of persons with God.*' 

Amidst the awful solemnity of that scene he tells 
us that "^Ae books are opened" What books? Let 
conscience unravel to each of us the meaning of this 
symbol! The books which contain the records of 
human life, and which have their exact counterpart 
in the memories and consciences of men. All that has 
been done in the body; the words of the lips — the 
actions of the life — the thoughts of the heart — all shall 
be found recorded there, " for God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good or whether it be evil," These books were 
opened: but another book was opened. It is the 
Book op Life. How blessed above all men are they 
whose names shall be found therein! They are the 
faithful soldiers and servants of Christ, who have con- 
fessed his name upon the earth, and borne their cross, 
and suffered for his sake; and now the time has come 
when, faithful to his promise, he will confess their 
names before his Father and before the angels. 

The Apostle, moreover, discloses to us the grand 

> John, V. 22. 
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rule of the judgment, the grounds on which it shall 
proceed. He says, they "«7crc judged out of those 
things which were written in the booksy according to 
their worhs»*' Thus, the final appeal is to their works. 
The works of the righteous shall afford evidence that 
they were wrought in God — ^the fruits of a true and 
living faith — the effects of the Holy Spirit's gracious 
influences on the soul; and the works of the unrighte- 
ous shall rise in dark and terrible array against them, 
and testify that they have never repented of their sins, 
nor come to the blood of Christ for pardon, nor taken 
up their cross to follow him, and now ^' the harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and they are not saved." 
The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Then shall the warning of the Apostle be felt in 
deep and awful reality, when he said, ^' Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap : for he that soweth to 
the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; and he 
that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting." 

The great sowing time is past, and the great reap- 
ing time is come. 

And now, as the eye of the Apostle rests on that 
wondrous scene, he adds, — **And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in ity and death and hell gave up the 
dead which were in them^ and they were judged every 
man according to his works.^^ How unspeakably grand 
must the scene have been which he thus beheld! — ^and 
if such be the scenic representation, what will the 
reality be! That reality we must all behold. Yes! 
We must stand before that great white throne, and 
look on him who sits upon it, from whose face the 
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earth and the heavens shall flee awaj. We must see 
the opening of the books, and hear the records which 
thej contain ; we must hear the approving sentence, 
'* Come, je blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world;'* 
or we must listen to the awful doom, '* Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels!" 

But it has been sometimes asked, Why this awful 
scene? why this summons of the whole family of man 
to appear before the judgment-seat of Christ? Has 
not their fate been long since virtually decided by 
death? Have not the souls of the righteous departed 
to be with Christ, and have not the souls of the wicked 
been cast into hell? It is true that this great separa- 
tion has already taken place ; but can we suppose that 
the principles which have guided this decision have 
been universally approved? Can we not Imagine that 
in the dark abode of the lost the Divine Name is blas- 
phemed, and the Divine love and mercy denied, and 
the Divine justice impugned? 

Now here is the grand assize! Here is the mani- 
festation before the universe, of the principles on which 
the Most High has acted in his righteous dealings with 
the sons of men. It is the final and complete vindica- 
tion of the moral government of God. 

Hence the appointment of this day— 'this great and 
dreadful day, when God shall judge the world in 
righteousness by that Man whom he hath ordained. 

*• Thus came the day — 
The day that many thought would never come, 
That all the wicked wished should never come, 
That all the righteous had expected long ; 
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Day greatly feared, and yet too little feared 

By him who feared it most; day laughed at much 

By the profane, the tremhling day of all 

Who laughed ; day when all shadows passed — all dreams, 

When substance, when reality commenced. 
♦ * ♦ ♦ 

Day most important held, prepared for most 

By every rational, wise, and holy man ; 

Day of eternal gain for worldly loss ; 

Great day of terror, vengeance, woe, despair ; 

Kevealer of all secrets, thoughts, desires, 

Bein-trying, heart-investigating day, 

That stood between eternity and time, 

Beviewed all past, determined all to come, 

And bound all destinies for evermore ! 

Believing day of unbelief ; great day, 

That set in proper light the affairs of earth, 

And justified the government divine ! 

Great day ! what can we more ? what should we more ? 

Great triumph-day of God's incarnate Son ! 

Great day of gloiy to the Almighty God ! 

Day whence the everlasting years begin 

Their date, new era in eternity. 

And oft referred to in the song of heaven." 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE KINGDOM IN ITS EYEBLASTING GLOBT. 

The millennial age has ended, and the kingdom of 
God is now revealed to us in its everlasting glorj. 
The last great shaking of the heavens and earth is 
over, and the things which cannot be shaken remain. 
Old things are passed awaj, and all things are made 
new. Sin and Satan are expelled from the earth, and 
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all rebellion and opposition to the Divine will are for 
ever put down. 

There are many references to this holy and perfect 
state in the Scriptures; but it is chiefly in the two last 
chapters of the Apocalypse that we find anything 
approaching to a systematic view of its glory and 
blessedness. 

There, the Lord has been pleased to reveal to us the 
things which shall be hereafter, when the millennial 
rest is over, and the dead have been judged accord- 
ing to their works ; — when the age to come has ended, 
and the ages of ages commence their ceaseless course. 

The ideas which we are able to form of the objects 
thus presented to our view are faint indeed. We can, 
however, discern something of the surpassing grandeur 
of the scene — of the perfection of the new creation — 
of the glorious things spoken of the heavenly city — 
of the happiness of the saints, and of the joy and 
blessedness which are universally diffused by the pre- 
sence of God and of the Lamb. 

Nor are the thpughts thus suggested to us merely 
of general import. There are certain leading features 
which are clearly defined; and we find in them the 
perfection of all that God has promised, or that his 
saints have hoped for. 

L There is the material creation in a new 
AND incorruptible CONDITION. St. John says, *^I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and 
there was no more sea." ^ The destiny of the earth 
is a subject of the deepest interest. Revelation and 
science unite in leading us to anticipate some future 

* Bev. xxi. I. 
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glorious display of Divine wisdom and power in con- 
nexion with it. A great Christian philosopher, ^ who 
writes without reference to prophecy, thus expresses 
himself : ^' Man, at the first, had for his place this 
world ; and at the same time, for his privilege, an 
unclouded fellowship with God; and for his prospect, 
an immortality, which death was neither to intercept 
nor put an end to. He was terrestrial in respect to 
conation, and yet celestial both in respect of character 
and enjoyments. 

" The common imagination that we have of para- 
dise on the other side of death, is that of a lofty 
aerial region, where the inmates float in ether, or are 
mysteriously suspended upon nothing ; where all the 
warm and sensible accompaniments, which give such 
an expression of strength, and life, and colouring to 
our present habitation, are attenuated into a sort of 
spiritual element, that is meagre and imperceptible, 
and utterly uninviting to the eye of mortals here 
below, where every vestige of materialism is done 
away, and nothing left but certain unearthly scenes, 
that have no power of allurement, and certain un- 
earthly ecstasies with which it is felt impossible to 
sympathise. The holders of this imagination forget 
all the while that there is no necessary con- 
nexion between materialism and sin ; that the world 
which we now inhabit had all the solidity and ampli- 
tude of its present materialism before sin entered into 
it ; that God, so far, on that account, from looking 
slightly upon it, after it had received the last touch 
of his creating hand, reviewed the earth, the waters, 
and the firmament, and all the green herbage, with 

^ Dr. Chalmers. 
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the living creatures, and the man whom he had raised 
in dominion over them, and * he saw everything that 
he had made, and behold, it was all very good.' They 
forget that, on the birth of materialism, when it stood 
out in the freshness of those glories which the great 
Architect of nature had impressed upon it, that ' the 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy.' They forget the appeals that 
are everywhere made in the Bible to his material 
workmanship ; and how, from the face of these visible 
heavens, and the garniture of this earth which we 
tread upon, the greatness and goodness* of God are 
reflected on the view of his worshippers. 

'' No, my brethren, the object of the administration 
we sit under is to extirpate sin, but it is not to 
sweep away materialism. By the convulsions of the 
last day it may be shaken and broken down from its 
present arrangement, and thrown into such fltful agi- 
tations as that the whole of its existing framework 
shall fall to pieces, and with a heat so fervent as to 
melt the most solid elements may it be utterly dis- 
solved. And thus may the earth again become with* 
out form and void, but without one particle of its sub- 
stance going into annihilation. Out of the ruins of 
this second chaos may another heaven and earth be 
made to arise, and a new materialism, with other 
aspects of magnificence and beauty, emerge from the 
wreck of this mighty transformation, and the world 
be peopled, as before, with the varieties of material 
loveliness, and space be again lighted up into a Arma- 
ment of material splendour." 

What is thus ably described as in itself highly pro- 
bable, is revealed to us in the Scriptures as most sure 
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and certain. St. Peter reminds us that this planet 
has already experienced one great change (since it 
became the habitation of men) through the agency 
of water, and he informs us that it shall yet expe- 
rience another change, through the agency of fire. 
He says that *' the heavens and the earth which are 
now, are reserved unto fire against the day of judg- 
ment and perdition of ungodly men ;" ^ and he adds, 
'* Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness." 

We learn from the discoveries of science, that the 
agency thus referred to is already prepared — that the 
interior of our globe is in a state of intense heat, 
ready at any moment to obey the fiat of the Almighty, 
and to bring to pass his revealed purpose on the 
earth. This is sufficiently evident from the ejection, 
from time to time, of boiling streams of lava from 
below the primitive rocks, and from the fact, that the 
deeper we penetrate into the earth, the higher is the 
degree of temperature obtained.* 

The general view conveyed to us by many pass- 
ages of Scripture is, that the heavens of our planet 
shall receive their grand purification when the Lord 

» 2 Pet. iii. 7. 

3 " There is a mine in Cornwall, one of the levels of which is 
so hot that although a stream of cold water is purposely allowed 
to flow through it, in order to reduce the temperature, the 
miners are compelled to work nearly naked, and will bathe in 
water at 80^ to cool themselves ! In another mine in the same 
county, which has been carried to the immense depth of 320 
fathoms, the temperature is hotter than on the surface in the 
warmest summer day ; for while a veiy hot day will raise the 
thermometer to 82^, this instrument in the mine rises to nearly 
100°."— Eujs* Chemistry of Creation, p. 114. 
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descends into them at the opening of the millennial 
dispensation ; but that the earth will receive its final 
baptism bj fire, at the close of that period. 

During the Millennial Sabbath, the creation does 
not appear to experience any decided change ; except- 
ing in so far as regards its deliverance from vanity 
and oppression. The animal and vegetable kingdoms 
evidendy continue as at present. The former, how- 
ever, in the enjoyment of a state of happiness which 
is now denied to them ; and the latter manifesting, in 
a far higher degree, the wisdom and glory of the 
Creator, by the surpassing beauty of their organization. 

At the close of the Millennium, however, a much 
greater change is clearly indicated ; for when St. John 
. says, " I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth were passed away;^' he 
adds, " and there was no more seaJ* This last state- 
ment undoubtedly implies a total and complete change 
from the present condition of things. Without the 
sea, it would be impossible for animal or vegetable 
life to exist as at present, i Hence it may be inferred, 

* On this interesting subject the author of the Chemistry of 
Creation thus writes : — " Since all the elementary constituents 
derived by the vegetable world from the soil are obtained by 
the agency of water, and in a state of solution in that fluid, and 
also, since water itself forms a large and most important part of 
all vegetable tissues, and assists to produce an equally large 
portion of all vegetable substances, it follows that vegetation 
as now constituted could not exist in a world deprived of water. 
It might, in fact, be more easy for us to conceive of vegetation 
existing without an earth on which to rest — as, for instance, is 
the case with large forests of . sea-weed — than without water 
which plays so important a part in the vital processes of plants. 

" But whence is this water derived ? Undoubtedly primarily 
from the sea, which may, probably, be regarded as the parent o-" 
all other waters on our globe — of the rain, snow, and vapour 
and through them, of rivers, lakes, and aU inland waters. If, there- 
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that the scene described in these closing chapters of 
the Apocalypse is post-millennial ; and is intended to 
reveal to us a new and incorruptible state, even that 
grand climax, wherein the works of creation and re- 
demption shall be perfected in him, who is ''the Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end" — who sits upon 
the throne, and says, "Behold, I make all things new." 

All things are, indeed, made new. The effects of 
sin are for ever obliterated from this earth ; and the 
introduction of evil is rendered impossible. The con- 
sequences of man's former disobedience are forgotten ; 
for there shall be no more death : neither sorrow nor 
crying ; neither shall there be any more pain : for the 
former things are passed away. 

II. To the earth thus renewed and perfected, the 

HEAVENLY CLTY, THE ABODE OF THE GLORIFlEli SAINTS, 
IS REPRESENTED AS DESCENDING. The ApOStlc SayS,. 

'' I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.'' In the symbol thus em- 
ployed there are evidently two things contained — the 
city with its inhabitants ; the redeemed and their 
glorious abode. ^ 

fore, the sea be removed from onr planet, it is most certain that 
the present vegetable world would perish with its removal, or 
become constituted on a new system of chemical and vital laws. 
And, if vegetation be thus dependent on the sea, so likewise is 
the kingdom of animals (including man himself) dependent 
upon it. 

'* The simple statement, therefo/e, that * there shall be no 
more sea,' necessitates the supposition that an entirely different 
order both of vegetable and animal life — ^if, indeed, these terms 
have any longer a value— must be introduced therewith." — R.E. 

* "By the term 'city' we understand both place and inhabi- 
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As the Apostle gazed upon this wonderful spectacle 
—the heavenly city descending to the earth in all its 
magnificence and glorj — he tells us that there came 
unto him one of the seven angels, which had the 
seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked 
with him, saying, *' Come hither, and I will show thee 
the bride, the Lamb's wife." 

Then follows a description of matchless beauty ; 
conveyed to us in language so simple, yet so sublime, 
that it savours more of heaven than of earth. He 
says : '' And he carried me away in the spirit to a 
great and high mountain, and shewed me that great 
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God : and her light was 
like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper 
stone, clear as crystal ; 

** And had a wall great and high, and had twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names 
written thereon, which are the names of the twelve 
tribes of the children of Israel : 

'< On the east three gates ; on the north three gates ; 
on the south three gates ; and on the west three gates. 

" And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, 

tants. Place, because man sabsistmg as a compound being 
consisting of spirit and matter, and that matter though glori- 
fied, being his through eternity, there is a needs-be that he 
must have place as his abode. Then, as to inhabitants — ^these 
of course exist, they being of a city the most essentia] part, and 
bearing to the dweUing the same relation as spirit does to body.* 
— BUxmUbury Lectures for 1849, No. 10, by Rev. W. Brook. 

The same thing is true of the symbol used to describe the 
apostate city. It evidently includes the city and the church. 
This is very ably discussed, in a Treatise on " The Babylon of 
the Apocalypse," by Bishop Wordsworth. 
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and in them. the names of the twelve Apostles of the 
Lamb. 

" And he that talked with me had a golden reed 
to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 
thereof. And the city lieth four-square, and the 
length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the 
city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The 
length, and the breadth, and the height of it are equal. 

*^ And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred 
and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of 
a man, that is, of the angel. And the building of the 
wall of it was of jasper; and the city was pure gold 
like unto clear glass. 

** And the foundations of the wall of the city were 
garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first 
foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, 
a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; the fifth, sar- 
donyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the 
eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysopra- 
sus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst. 

" And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; every 
several gate was of one pearl ; and the street of the 
city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

" And I saw no temple therein ; for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

" And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, to shine in it : for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

^' And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the light of it; and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it. 

'^ And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by 
day: for there shall be no night there. 

p 
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'^ And thej shall bring the glory and honour of 
the nations into it. 

^* And there shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie : but they which are written in the 
Lamb's book of life/* 

How wonderful is this description! How greatly 
does it transcend what we are at present capable of 
realizing ! 

Here is the city to which the Patriarchs looked^ 
and of which the Prophets spake, and concerning 
which the Psalmist said, '* Glorious things are spoken 
of thee, O city of God." 

The Apostle reminds us that its origin is divine. 
It comes down out of heaven from God. No human 
mind has devised it. No human architect has planned 
it. No human hands have built it. It is the city 
** whose builder and maker is God." 

This city is unchangeable. It can experience 
neither overthrow nor decay. All earthly cities, how- 
ever great and renowned, have soon passed away; and 
as we look upon their ruins we are often and forcibly 
reminded that here "we have no continuing city:" 
but of this city it is emphatically said that ** it hath 
foundations,^* 

The city, no less than the glorified Church within 
it, is the workmanship of God, and of both it may 
be affirmed that they are '^ built upon the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner-stone." 

This city is perfect in holiness. It is the holy 
Jerusalem. In the cities of the world the moral 
atmosphere has often been polluted by the very cir- 
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cumstance of many human beings being congregated 
within them, but it is not so here. Into this citj 
" there shall in no wise enter anything that defileth; " 
and on the sacred intercourse to be enjojed within 
it, perfect holiness is stamped. This is beautifully 
indicated bj the several symbols employed, for we read 
that " its gates are of pearl," and that " the street of 
the city is pure gold, like unto transparent glass." 

The enjoyment of society forms one of the great 
charms of earthly cities, but what tongue can express 
or what pen can describe the society to be assembled 
here I In this city Patriarchs and Prophets, Apostles 
and Martyrs, shall meet together and walk its golden 
streets. Here, the redeemed from all nations shall 
assemble. Here, the friends in Christ, whom we have 
known and loved on earth, shall be all gathered to- 
gether. What joyful meetings shall here take place! 
What histories shall here be told! What songs of 
praise shall here be sung! What glory shall be given 
to God and to the Lamb, for the blessings of creation, 
for the unfathomable love of redemption, and for all 
the gracious, though often mysterious dealings of his 
providence, whereby he has separated his people from 
the things of sense and time, and prepared them for 
the glories of eternity ! ^ 

We have seen that the new heavens and the new 
earth will be glorious, and that the city which cometh 
down out of heaven from God will be glorious, but yet 
there is a glory that excelleth. 

III. It is the fact, that this is revealed as the 

* The reader will find some important observations on the 
heavenly city in The Eternal Day, by Rev. H. Bonar, D.D., 
chap, ix.; and in Bloomshury Lectures, 1849, No. 10, by Rev. W. 
Brock. 
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local scene where the immediate presence of 
ALMIGHTY GOD will be manifested through- 
out eternity. — This is indicated by a variety of 
statements. Thus, early in the vision, St. John hears 
a voice out of heaven, saying, " Behold, the taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God." And again, 
in describing the heavenly city, he says, " I saw no 
temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it." And again: " The throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; and his ser- 
vants shall serve him: and they shall see his face; 
and his name shall be in their foreheads." 

How grand is the climax to which this brings us I 
Here, indeed, is the glorious completion of the work 
of redemption; and man, created in the image of God, 
but expelled from his presence, degraded and lost 
through sin, is now presented in Christ Jesus, re- 
newed and glorified, and permitted to see the face of 
the Most High, and to walk in the light of his counte- 
nance^ for ever. 

Such are the glimpses to which we are admitted 
of the kingdom in its everlasting glory. The heavens 
and the earth are renewed and perfected — the glorious 
abode of the saints is fully revealed, and there is the 
beatific vision of the Most High. The throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it, through eternity. In 
all this how far is the original work of creation sur- 
passed, and how completely is Paradise lost eclipsed 
by the transcendent beauties of Paradise regained! 
The first Paradise was capable of experiencing a 
change; but this shall know no change for ever. In 
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the earthly Paradise the tempter lurked; but into this 
no tempter ever comes. The earthly Paradise was 
watered by an earthly river; but this possesses the 
pure river of the water of life, clear as crystal, which 
proceedeth from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
In the first Paradise there were the alternations of 
evening and morning, night and day; but of this we 
are told, ^' there shall be no night there; and they 
need no candle, neither light of the sun ; for the Lord 
God giveth them light : and they shall reign for ever 
and ever." 

The first Paradise was a garden, and its possessors 
were a single pair; but the second Paradise is a city 
teeming with glorified inhabitants, and interspersed 
with gardens and rivers, and trees, and fountains of 
water. 

What the actual distinction is between the glorified 
inhabitants of the heavenly city and " the nations of 
them that are saved," it is difficult for us to realize; 
but all must be sinless and holy. It appears, however, 
that there is a Divine ordinance through which the 
latter pass into the state enjoyed by the former. We 
read that '' in the midst of the street of it, and on 
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, 
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 
fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations,*' But where there is no 
sickness and no pain there can be no healing, in the 
sense in which we now understand it. May not this, 
then, be intended to describe the Divine ordinance for 
the renewal of life, as the tree of life would have been 
to our first parents had they never sinned? . If so, 
how full of meaning are the words, ^^ Blessed are they 
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that do his commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and enter through the gates into 
the city!" 

It was at the close of these wonderful communica- 
tions that our blessed Saviour revealed himself to St. 
John, saying " I, Jesus, have sent mine angel to testify 
unto you these things in the churches. I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning 
star.'* And in what words of surpassing grace and 
love did he add, '^ And the Spirit and the Bride say. 
Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And 
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life freely." 

Reader I will you receive this gracious invitation ? 
The glories of the everlasting kingdom are within 
your reach. They are freely offered to you in him 
and by him, who is ** the way, and the truth, and the 
life." Arise, and return unto God by him ; repent, 
and believe in Christ, and all things shall be yours : 
for " God so loved the world that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 



CHAPTER VII. 



CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS — THE PBOBABLE NEAB 
APPROACH OF THE KINGDOM. 

The promise of a kingdom has at all times formed 
the object of faith and expectation to the people of 
God, and, irrespective of the times and seasons, it 
becomes them to bo waiting for it, ever praying, in 
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the words which our Lord has taught us, " Thy king- 
dom come ; thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven." There are, however, certain general signs 
of its approach, revealed to us in the Scriptures, to 
which it is evidently the Divine will that we should 
take heed. 

Our Lord reproved the Sadducees for neglecting 
the signs of their own times, a due attention to which 
would have shown them that they were living in the 
days of the Son of Man. He has, himself, given us 
certain signs of his appearing and kingdom, and has 
told us, when we see these things begin to come to 
pass, to lifl up our heads, for our redemption draweth 
nigh. It cannot, then, be wrong wisely to consider 
these signs. We would indeed remember, that " of 
that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but the Father only," and that on a 
subject so sacred, all carnal curiosity is forbidden ; 
but, on the other hand, we would not forget that it is 
*^ to them that look for him he will appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation ;" and it is through 
watchfulness and prayer that we may hope to be 
counted worthy " to escape those things which shall 
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

Have we, then, in the events of our own times, 
any indications of the near approach of the kingdom 
of God ? We think that we have, and that these are 
of so remarkable a nature as to call for the serious 
consideration of all who profess and call themselves 
Christians. 

I. There is the very general preaching op 

THE GOSPEL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. — Our Lord 

himself gave this as a sign of the approaching close 
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of the present dispensation, and of his own appearing 
and kingdom. He said, '^ This gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world, for a witness unto 
all nations, and then shall the end come." ^ 

The same thing is represented to us in a very 
striking manner in the fourteenth chapter of Revela- 
tion, where St. John describes ''an angel flying in 
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dweU on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying 
with a loud voice. Fear God and give glory to him, 
for the hour of his judgment is come ; and worship 
him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters." * 

The symbol here employed is clearly intended to 
set forth some general and rapid work of evangeliza- 
tion throughout the world ; and it is worthy of ob- 
servation, that the description thus given is followed 
immediately by the announcement of the fall of Baby- 
lon, and the appearing of the Son of Man.' 

Is there, or is there not, such a work going on in 
these times ? Can it be denied that such a work not 
only exists, but forms one of the leading features of 
our own times, so that the present has been truly 
described as the "era of Evangelic Missions?" 

Amidst the revival of popery, infidelity, and reli- 
gious errors of all kinds, the Gospel is being preached 
more extensively than at any former period. Since 
the opening of the present century, the Bible has been 
translated into more than 180 different languages, 
through the labours of one Society alone, whilst other 
societies have been engaged in the same great work. 

> Matt, xxiv. 14. » Rev. xiv. 6, 7. » Rev. xiv. 8-14. 
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« 

During the same period, missionaries have gone forth 
to the east and to the west, to the north and to the 
south. The glad tidings of salvation have been freely 
and fully proclaimed, and Christian churches have 
arisen in almost every part of the great moral wilder- 
ness of the heathen world. 

This work is evidently of God. It is his Spirit 
who has moved upon the face of the once slumbering 
churches ; and to himself we would ascribe the praise. 
He is gathering together that innumerable multitude 
from all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
who are hereafter to appear before his throne ; and in 
doing so, he gives to his waiting people a sure and 
certain' sign that the kingdom of God is nigh at 
hand. 

II. Another sign is clearly presented to us in the 

BEMABKABLE DECLINE OP THE OtTOMAN PoWEB. — 

What a woe has that power proved to Christendom in 
former times ! From the fall of Constantinople in 
1463, till within the last forty years, how unbounded 
was its prosperity, and how fair and fertile were 
those portions of the globe over which the Crescent 
waved in triumph I The word of prophecy, however, 
had foretold that it should not always be so. The 
river Euphrates (believed, by a majority of the most 
approved writers on prophecy, to be the symbol of 
the Turkish Empire) was to be dried up, that the way 
for the Kings of the East might be prepared.^ Men 
who had studied those portions of the Scriptures of 
truth, foresaw that a long series of reverses — typified 
by the drying up of- the waters of a river — would 
overtake the Turkish Empire, and one writer of the 
last century suggested the year 1820 as the pro- 

» Bev. xvi 12. 
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bable period when these adverse circumstances would 
commence. They did commence at that time. In 
the year 1820 came the revolt of Ali Pasha, which 
was followed in 1821 by the general revolt of 
the Greeks in the Morea, Wallachia, and Moldavia. 
In 1827 the battle of Navarino was fought, 
when the Turkish fleet was wholly destroyed by 
the combined fleets of England, France, and Rus- 
sia. This was followed by the loss of Algiers, and 
at no great interval, by the revolt of the Egyptian 
Pasha, Mahomet Ali. During these events the 
country has been almost depopulated by the special 
judgments of God — by earthquake, famine, and pesti- 
lence. And now, as we look upon the remains of that 
once mighty empire and formidable power, we may 
truly say that the waters of the river are well-nigh 
dried up. This has become the more striking from 
the fact, that the great Western Powers have lately 
combined to protect Turkey from the aggressive de- 
signs of Russia. The Czar has, indeed, been arrested 
in his progress, but not so has the drying up of the 
mystical Euphrates. All human eflbrts to revive the 
Ottoman Power have been in vain ; and they shall be 
80, for the hand of the Most High is preparing the 
way for his people ; and they, whom he designates 
**the Kings of the East," shall soon appear on the 
great theatre of human affairs, and take that place 
which Divine Providence has appointed for them. 
III. We have a further sign of the times in the 

PBESENT POSITION OP THE PaPACT. 

From the outbreak of the great French Revolution 
in 1789, to the battle of Waterloo in 1815, how terri- 
ble were the judgments which descended on the Pa- 
pacy, and on the kingdoms connected with it ! Ali- 
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son's History of Modem EuropCy and James's History 
of Naval Warfare, form very remarkable, because 
undesigned, commentaries on the prophecies which 
refer to that period. Then, indeed, did "the ten 
horns hate the whore, and make her flesh desolate 
and bum her with fire." So signal were the effects 
of these judgments, that the Papacy seemed to be ex- 
piring;, and in 1829, when the Roman Catholic Relief 
Bill was under discussion in the British Parliament, 
we were assured by great authorities, both in and out 
of Parliament, by Statesmen and Divines, that Popery 
was amongst the things which were but are not, and 
that in our own enlightened times it could never again 
raise its devoted head. 

There- were some who thought otherwise. They 
were the minority ; and it may be that there were 
amongst them a few narrow-minded and illiberal men : 
but they were not all of that class. There were some 
who were the true friends of Civil and Religious Li- 
berty; who were anxious to reform abuses, and to 
extend to their fellow -subjects, of all denominations, 
those political advantages which they themselves en- 
joyed, so far as this could be done with safety: but 
they had studied the word of prophecy, and they saw 
clear indications there that a revival of the spirit of 
Popery would take place before the final destruction 
of that power. 

They found it written, that whilst the great river 
Euphrates was being dried up, "three unclean spirits" 
were to come forth from the old sources of evil — *'out 
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false pro- 
phet;" and that under these unhallowed influences 
the kings of the earth, and of the whole world, should 
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be gathered together to the battle of the great day of 
God Almighty. 

Here was a clear and distinct announcement that, 
amongst other evils, there should be a revival of the 
spirit of Popery in these last times. 

Has it been so, or not ? What would have been 
thought of that man's sagacity whoy in 1829, would 
have ventured to predict that, within twenty years, 
some of the most accomplished members of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, and divines of no mean standing in 
the Church of England, would leave her communion, 
and embrace the unfathomed superstitions of the 
Church of Rome ? 

How would that honourable Member have been 
regarded who, in 1829, would have risen in his place 
in the House of Conunons, and expressed his con- 
viction, that some of the Members of that House 
might live to see the apparently expiring Papacy in- 
sult the Sovereign and Parliament of England, and 
its adherents laugh at all the oaths they then took 
and the engagements they so solemnly entered into ? 
Yet it has been even so ; and within twenty-one 
years from that date, the British Parliament has been 
called on to repel an ^' insolent and insidious ** act of 
aggression on the part of the Papal Power ! 

The time, however, is short. The long period of 
1260 years, so mysteriously granted to this apostate 
power, must be near its close. Great Babylon is 
coming into remembrance before God, that he may 
give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of 
his wrath. It is needful that she should also come into 
remembrance before men, . in order that they may 
glorify God when his judgments descend upon her. 
Hence the present revival of Popery is permitted ; 
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and hence the civilized world has been startled by 
such acts as the announcement of the monstrous dogmas 
of the Immaculate Conception and Papal Infallibility ; 
to intimate to all men that the Papacy is not and 
cannot be reformed, and that Rome has neither low- 
ered her blasphemous pretensions nor repented of 
her deeds. 

There is one sign given to us of the approaching 
destruction of Rome which claims our special attention. 
It is this — " the great city was divided into three parts J** 
This statement has led the students of prophecy to ex- 
pect that, immediately before the end, either the city 
of Rome, or the kingdoms in connexion with her, shall 
present a tripartite division in some way or other. It 
is, however, worthy of consideration, whether this 
may not already have taken place ; and whether Rome 
is not, at this moment, divided into three parts. Is 
Rome a city that is at unity in itself ? Certainly not. 
If so, how many are the parties contending within her ? 
They are exactly three in number — the Papal party, 
the National Italian party, and the French. If any 
one of these will retire, the difl&culty will be over, 
and the Italian question solved. It would be pre- 
sumptuous to affirm that there will be no farther ful- 
filment of this prophecy ; but it is worthy of serious 
consideration, that from the great revolutionaiy period 
of 1848 to the present time, Rome has been virtually 
divided into three parts.* 

K such be the presen tposition of affairs, the events 
which are to intervene between this time and the ap- 

* Since the above was written, the French Army of occupa- 
tion has been withdrawn ; but the fact remains the same, that 
for twenty-two years the great City was virtaally divided into 
three parts. 
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pearing of our Lord are few indeed ; and it is impos- 
sible to say whether some of these may not be considered 
as accompaniments rather than preceding events. 

There seems to be ground for expecting that, at no 
very distant period, the city of Rome will be suddenly 
and completely destroyed by the immediate judgment 
of God. The Papacy will, however, survive that 
event, and apparently will meet its final doom in the 
Holy Land. 

We expect also to hear of some decided movement 
amongst the Jews, the indication of that spirit of re- 
pentance and humiliation before the Lord God of their 
fathers, in which they are represented as returning to 
their land. 

We look, moreover, for that time of general, politi- 
cal, and social perplexity, foretold by the Prophet 
Daniel as occurring at the time of Israel's deliverance) 
and which appears to be the same period as that so 
solemnly described by our Lord when he said, " On 
earth shall be distress of nations, with perplexity, the 
sea and the waves roaring, and men's hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth : for the powers which are in 
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see the 
Son of Man coming in a cloud, ^ith power and great 
glory." 

Besides these events we look for no other. The 
mystery of God shall then be finished, and the time 
come when the saints of the Most High shall possess 
the kingdom. 

If these things be so, our position is peculiarly 
solemn; and truly may we say, "What manner of 
persons ought we to be, in all holy conversation and 
godliness ! " 
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Let us await the event with gi^eat sobriety. We 
are frequently exhorted to this in connexion with the 
coming of our Lord. The Apostle says, "Let us who 
are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and for ^n helmet the hope of salva- 
tion." This evidently implies more than sobriety in 
the moderate use of temporal mercies : it includes 
sobriety in our religious profession and conduct also. 
Let all who love their Saviour remember this. It 
is not by excitement or mere enthusiasm that we 
shall be made ready for his appearing. It is by the 
increase of faith, and holiness, and love. Our Lord 
reminded us of this when he said, " If any man shall 
say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or Lo, there; believe 
it not . . . If they shall say, Behold, he is in the 
desert; go not forth: Behold, he is in the secret 
chambers ; believe it not.'*' And in the same dis- 
course he told us how he would have his servants to 
be occupied when he comes ; for he added, " Who, 
then, is a faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord 
hath made ruler over his household, to give them 
meat in due season ? Blessed is that servant whom 
his Lord, when he cometh, shall find so doing. Verily 
I say unto you, that he shall make him ruler over all 
his goods." 

If, then, we would be prepared to stand before him 
at his coming, let us be engaged in calmly and con- 
sistently " doing the will of God from the heart." 

Let us, moreover, exercise continual watchfulness. 
We are told that as a snare shall that day come on all 
them that dwell on the earth. To mankind in general, 
the aspect of affairs will evidently present a very de- 
ceptive appearance, and even the people of God may 
be tempted to slumber and sleep. Hence our Lord so 
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frequently exhorts us to watchfulness. "Watch, 
therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord shall 
come ;'' and again, "What I say unto you, I say unto 
all. Watch." The prevalence of religious errors in 
the last days renders this peculiarly necessary. It 
is by these insidious seeds of evil that many shall be 
deceived, — The form of godliness, with the denial of 
its power ; the profession of Christianity, with secret 
hatred to its essential truths ; this will be instrumental 
in causing the love of many to wax cold. Hence the 
necessity for constant watchfulness, and happy shall 
he be who maintains it ; for " he that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty." 

And let us not forget the importance of continuing 
instant in prayer. This is ever linked with the exer- 
cise of watchfulness. " Watch, therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be counted worthy to escape 
those things which shall come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of Man." It is very gratifying and 
encouraging that, at this momentous crisis, a spirit of 
prayer has manifested itself throughout the world. 
" An hearty desire to pray" is the gift of Him who is 
the hearer and the answerer of prayer. It is, doubt- 
less, for some gracious purpose that he has shed abroad 
this grace in so many hearts. May this be fully and 
speedily accomplished ! May his name be haUowed 
in all the Churches I May his dear people be sepa- 
rated from the world, sanctified through the truth, 
and united in bonds of brotherly kindness and love- 
So may we hope to be " found of him in peace, with- 
out spot and blameless;" and to have "an entrance 
ministered unto us abundantly into the evbrlastino 

KINGDOM OP OUR LOBD AND SaYIOUB JeSUS ChRIST.'* 
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THE PROPHETICAL BEARING OF THE GREAT EVENTS 
WHICH HAVE RECENTLY OCCURRED. 

Since the former editions of this work were published 
great events have taken place, and the time at wnich they 
have occurred adds much to their importance. 

It is a well-known fact, that many of the most learned 
and judicious students of prophecy have been expecting a 
crisis in the history of the Fapacy about this time, — an ex- 
pectation founded on the conviction that the mystical period 
mentioned by Daniel and repeated several times in the 
Apocalypse must be near its close. 

That period is described as '' a time, times, and a half," 
''forty and two months," and ''a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days," which on the year-day principle of interpre- 
tation amounts to twelve hundred and sixty years,* and is 
employed to indicate the time so mysteriously permitted to 
the great Antichristian power, — the little horn of Daniel 



' The year-day principle of interpretation is founded on the 
fact that it is expressly recognised in several passages of the 
Old Testament. Thus, in Num. ziv. 34, we read, *' After the 
number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty 
days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities even 
forty years." And in Ezek. iv. 6, we read, *' I have appointed 
thee each day for a year.'* 

The principle is fiirther confirmed by the fact that Dan- 
iel's prophecy of the seventy weeks was fulfilled, not in seventy 
literal weeks, but in four hundred and ninety years. 

G 
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vii., — the man of sin foretold by St. Paul, — the Beast of 
Rev. xiii., the Babylon of Rev. xvii. and xviii. 

As it has not pleased God to give us any clue to the com- 
mencement of that period, it is impossible to determine its 
close. "We can only hope to arrive at general accuracy by 
comparing the statements of prophecy with the events of 
history, earnestly praying for the promised guidance of the 
Spirit of Truth. 

In pursuing this course, there are two dates which have 
been regarded by students as the probable commencement, — 
the year 633, about which time the pope-favourii^g edict of 
Justinian was issued, and a.d. 607, which is believed to be 
the date of the decree of Phocas constituting the Bishop of 
Rome universal Bishop. 

If we reckon 1260 years from the former of these, it 
brings us to the year 1793, a memorable era in the history 
of Europe, when the great French Revolution, which had 
burst forth in 1789, may be said to have reached a culmi- 
nating point, and when there followed a series of remark- 
able disasters on the Papacy, and the kingdoms connected 
with it, which can only oe viewed in the light of Divine 
judgmektB. 

If we select the latter date as the tennirms a quo, we 
arrive at the year 1867, which has led the writers referred 
to, to expect some great crisis about the present time. 

It has also occurred to certain persons that both these 
dates may be correct, or nearly so, for as there was a double 
fulfilment of the prophecy of the seventy years captivity, 
there may possibly be two. commencing and two termmating 
points in the period of 1260 years. 

Be this as it may, the events which have recently oc- 
curred are remai'kable, and they have solemnized many men 
of the world, whilst they have called forth admissions from 
able and sagacious periodical writers who have not hitherto 
viewed the study of prophecy with a friendly eye. 

A fresh series of disasters on the Papal-kingdoms may be 
said to have commenced in 1869, when Austria was humbled 
by the defeat of her arms at Magenta and Solferino. 

This calamitous event was followed by the extinction of 
her ancient Dukedoms of Tuscany, Parma, and Modena; 
the conquest of Naples ; and the establishment of the new 
Kingdom of Italy. 
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In 1866, the ma^ficent army of Austria was com- 
pletely defeated by Frussia in a war whicli lasted only a 
few days ; and Venice was ceded to the Italian kingdom. 

These were, however, as the first drops of an impending 
storm, and events were to intervene which attracted uni- 
versal attention, and displayed before the whole world the 
unchanged character of the Papacy. 

In June, 1867, the Pope assembled round him in Home 
a veiy numerous assemblage of Bishops, from all narts of 
the world, to celebrate the 1800th anniversarv of tne mar- 
tyrdom of S. Peter. The newspapers were filled with ac- 
count« of the proceedinffs which tnen took place, — the im- 
posing ceremonies, services, and processions, — the allocutions 
of the Pope,— ;the magnificent entertainments and pyrotech- 
nic displays, — ^in the midst of which scenes of splendour, 
Pius IX. was described by the Times correspondent to be 
** moWng about almost as mng of kings and lord of lords ! " 

The success of that great anniversary, together with the 
impression which it was supposed to have produced on the 
citizens of Rome, the Pope determined to summon what he 
was pleased to call an "CEcumenical" council, to be opened on 
Dec. 8, 1869, for the purpose of considering certain subject^ 
which were deemed of great importance to the Church. 

This now memorable assembly took place at the time 
appointed, the day selected being the anniversary of the 
promulgation of the dogma of the "Immaculate Concep- 
tion" in 1864; whilst it was within a day of the anniver- 
sary of the Creed of Pope Pius IV. in 1564. 

Amongst the subjects selected for deliberation a very 
prominent place was assi^ed to the old, but hitherto unsettled 
question of Papal InfaUibility. 

After a session of sevfen months' duration, in the face of 
protests from many of the most distinguished prelates, and 
m spite of remonstrances from France and other Koman 
Catholic powers, the dogma of Infallibility was voted by a 
large majority of the Council on July 13th, 1870, and on 
the 18th of the same month it was solemnly and authorita- 
tively proclaimed by the Pope. 

This assumption of a Divine attribute by the Roman 
Pontiff, and the boldness of proclaiming before the world in 
1870, what no Pope of the middle ages had ventured to do, 
made a deep impression on men of all shades of opinion. 
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many of whom expressed the conviction that it was the 
forenmner of righteous judgment. The drcumstanoes 
under which the dogma was proclaimed greatly confirmed 
this view, for it was amidst such darkness and tempest as 
has seldom visited the city of the seven hills. 

The following is an abstract of the account which ap- 
peared in the Times of that date. 

After describing the opening of the Council on that 
morning, the agitation of the Pope, and the preliminary 
ceremoniesi the "Correspondent" proceeds to say, "The 
reading of the dogma was f ollowea by the roll-call of the 
Fathers, and 'placet' after ^placet' followed, though not 
in Very quick succession . . . and amidst their utterances 
there was a loud peal of thunder. The storm which had 
been threatening aU tiie morning burst now with the utmost 
violence, and to many a superstitious mind might have con- 
veyed the idea that it was the expression of Divine wrath, as 
' no doubt it will be interpreted by numbers,' said one of 
the officers of the Palatine guard. And so, the 'placets' 
of the Fathers struggled through the storm, whilst the 
• thunder pealed above and the li^tning flashed in at every 
window, and down through the dome and every smaller 
cupola. . . . ' Placet,' shouted his Eminence or his Grace, 
and a loud dap of thunder followed in response, and then 
the lightning darted about every part of tne Church and 
Conciuar H^, as if announcing the response. So it con- 
tinued for nearly one hour and a half, auring which time 
the roll was being called, and a more effective scene I never 
witnessed. Had aU the decorators and all the getters-up of 
ceremonies in Eome been employed, nothing approaching to 
the solemn splendour of that storm could have been prepared, 
and never will those who saw it and felt it forget the pro- 
mukation of the first dogma of the Church." 

Scarcely had the infatuated old Pope, with a mouth 
speaking gre^t things and blasphemies, thus proclaimed him- 
self inf alfible, when one of those jud^nnents by which the 
Lord pleads with all flesh, descended upon Europe ; a 
tocsin sounded which took the nations by surprise, and a 
war burst out, the results of which have filled the world 
with astonishment. 

It is worthy of observation that the incident at Ems 
which immediately led to the war occurred on July 13th, the 
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day on which the Council voted the do^a of infallibility, 
and on the 15th, only two days later, war was proclaimed by 
France against Prussia. 

On the connexion between these events, the Pall Mall 
Gazette made the following apposite remarks : — 

''The text of the impious dogma was read by the flash- 
ing light of the most terrible thunderstorm which has of 
late years visited Rome. It had scarcely been promulgated 
when the most awful war of modem times began to desolate 
Europe. On one side was the greatest Protestant power of 
the Continent leading to the field several armies of the 
countrymen and disciples of Luther. On the other, was the 
most energetic, if not the most devout, of Catholic ^Princes, 
who, through his whole reign, had kept at bay the Italian 
wolves who were ravening round the Holy See. The Pro- 
testant is triumphantly victorious ; the Catholic is not only 
disastrously beaten, but haslost his liberty and his throne. And 

now comes the last scene in the drama of judgment 

Just when the devout woman, who did so much to keep the 
eldest son of the Church in the proper mental attitude, takes 
refuge with her disinherited child in the country which is 
the bulwark of Orthodox Protestantism, the secularly-minded 
and rapacious Italians begin their march on Home, and the 
renmant of the Pope's civil subjects welcome them with 
acclamations and sympathetic insurrections. On the theory 
that great temporal calamities are the supernatural conse- 
quences of supremely wicked acts, there could scarcely be a 
more marvellously plain example of effect following the 
cause." 

As in the great political earthquake which convulsed 
Europe at the dose of the last century, the vial of Divine 
wrath has fallen first upon France. It will be remembered 
that the revolution broke out in Paris in 1789 ; in 1792 the 
National Convention was formed ; in 1793 Louis XVI. and 
(later in the year) his Queen were beheaded ; but it was not 
till 1798 that ike effects were directly felt at Home by the 
suppression of the Papal Government and the imprisonment 
of llie Pope. The same order may be observed in the events 
of 1870, although they have followed each other with greater 
rapidity. 

The disasters which have fallen upon France are without 
parallel in modem history. The destruction and capitulation 
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of her magnificent armies, the surrender of her Emperor, the 
overthrow of the Imperial Government, the siege and capi- 
tulation of Paris, followed by the terrible Communist insur- 
rection, with the ruinous consequences to all classes of so- 
ciety, are events that clearly mark the infliction of righteous 
judgment. 

If we turn from France to Rome, we find that a great 
and important change has taken place in that city. The 
withdrawal of the French troops and the fall of the Emperor 
were quickly followed by the entrance of the Italian army 
into Rome, whilst a subsequent plebiscite has expressed the 
almost unanimous desire of the Roman people for annexation 
to Italy. 

And now Pius IX., shorn of his power, bereft of his 
army, and deserted by his subjects, is left in the pos- 
session of the Leonine City with the merely titular rank of 
sovereignty. 

Thus tne temporal power of the Papacy has passed away 
at the very time when Archbishop Manning and others were 
vainlv boasting that amidst the tottering of thrones the 
Pontificial throne was the most secure of all ! 

These are great events, and it is unquestionably true that 
the Papacy has undergone a very decided change in its 
political position and influence. 

This, indeed, is admitted by Roman Catholics themselves. 
Thus M. Veuillot, a writer in the Popish journal Z' Univers, 
makes the following comment on the Pope's BuU summon- 
ing the " (Ecumenical'' Council : — " The Bull does not invite 
sovereigns to sit in the Council. The omission is remark- 
able. It implies that there are no longer Catholic crowns ; 
that is to say, that the order in which society has lived for 
the last thousand years no longer exists. What has been 
called the middle age has come to an end. The date of the 
Bull is the date of its death, its last sigh." 

More recently stiU, an article appeared in the Westminster 
Gazette, headed " Catholic Progress," in which the writer, 
after asking where Catholic progress is to be found, makes 
the following remarkable admission : — " It is but too true, 
not a trace of Catholic progress is to be discovered in the 
government and in the effete monarchies of the Catholic 
world. There is not a Catholic monarch in Christendom, 
worthy of the name, not one whose hand is stretched out in 
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defence of the last stronghold of Christian monarchy, the 
temporal throne of the Vicar of Christ." 

The change itself, then, cannot be denied, but the ques- 
tion is, what are we to learn from it in a prophetical point of 
view ? Supposing the premises already stated to be correct, 
or nearly so, the answer is not difficult. It seems clearly to 
indicate the close of the 1260 years ; the period during wnich 
the ten kings agree to give their kingdom to the Beast (see 
Rev. xvii. 17). 

If this be so, we have entered on what is emphatically 
called the time of the end, a time to be marked by great 
political convulsions, and distress of nations with perplexity : 
whilst infidel lawlessness. Popish superstitions, and religious 
errors of various kinds will cause the love of many to wax 
cold, and deceive, if it were possible, the very elect. 

These are " the perilous times" of which we are so often 
warned, when the " three unclean spirits" are permitted to 
do their evil work, and when they only shall be safe who 
dwell in the secret place of the Most High, and thus abide 
imder the shadow of the Almighty. 

Our hope is that the time is short ; but in arriving at this 
conclusion, a certain measure of caution is necessary. This 
arises from the fact that the Prophet Daniel Teh. xii. 11, 12), 
after referring to " the time, times and a half, or 1260 days, 
mentions two additional periods of thirty and forty-five days, 
amounting in the aggregate to seventy-five days, as interven- 
ing before the era of blessedness. 

If, then, the 1260 years have only just run out, and the 
additional period of seventy-five years is to be calculated from 
about the present time, it is evident that there is still before 
us a considerable waiting time — a further exercise of faith 
and patience. 

On the other hand, it is remarkable that in the Apocalypse, 
a revelation specially given for the guidance of the Christian 
Church, whilst the period of 1260 days (which we suppose 
to be years) is found five times, tiiere is no mention what- 
ever of the additional period of seventy-five days or years. 

In a prophecy so comprehensive and yet so precise, whei*e 
the most wonderful accuracy of detail is observed, there must 
be some reason for this ; and it suggests the possibility of 
the date given to Daniel being intended to indicate the time 
when the kingdom shall be fully restored to Israel ; whilst 
the omission of any such additional period from the Apo- 
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calypse implies that ^ the sign of the Son of VjBA in heaven/' 
wmch is probably the descent of our Lord into the firma- 
ment of this planet to receive His waiting peojdie to Himself, 
may be expected at an earlier period. 

We are thus taught to possess our souls in patience, 
knowing that, "whether we wake or sleep, we shall live to- 
gether with Him ;'' and at the same time we are encouraged 
to cherish the blessed hope that the night is far spent and 
the dav is at hand ; the day when all our sorrows shall be 
over, all our trials past ; and when, to them that look for Htm, 
the Lord Jesus shall appear the second time without sin unto 
salvation. 

AifEN. Even so, come, Lobd Jesus. 
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